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Customs & Global Trade “Wrap-Up”  

US & EU Legislative Monitoring & News for  
Customs, Trade Agreements and Export Controls 

Week 8/2020 (17-23 February 2020) 
 

Welcome to Customs Manager’s Legislative Monitoring for the EU and the US.  

Final call  German Foreign Trade Academy AWA, who I am so grateful to for having 

granted us all 10% discount on admission to the significant Foreign Trade 

Conference (details here), taking place in Münster, Germany on 27 and 28 

February 2020. All subscribers, including new subscribers, can get the discount 

code. I hope to see you there. 

The impact of the spread coronavirus on global trade is becoming more concerning. 

Production in parts of China has slowed with ripple effects on global supply chains, 

leading to delivery delays and stock replenishing challenges that start to affect the 

continuous and seamless flow of goods. In our special report, we look at what Customs 

Managers and Global Trade Practitioners need to know. 

I spent three days in Berlin, Germany, this week to debate developments in export 

controls with more than 500 global trade professionals. What a great experience, 

essential to network and debate with all relevant stakeholders. I summarise the key 

aspects of the conference here.  

Our meet-up is fast approaching on 9 March 2020 at the Elite Business Event in 

Central London and 9 April 2020 in Central Atlanta, Georgia, USA. Sign up here 

If you haven’t signed up for the free weekly EU/US legislative monitoring, we would 

appreciate you doing so. Reasons, why you may wish to do so are here. 

I hope to see you in Muenster next week to discuss the UK’s post-Brexit trading rules 

and regs at the German AWA conference  Our PLUS+ service for all questions the UK 

is here. See below or here for what’s in this weeks’ edition.  

 

Best, 

 

Arne Mielken 

https://www.awa-seminare.com/aussenwirtschaftskonferenz-2020/
https://www.awa-seminare.com/aussenwirtschaftskonferenz-2020/
https://www.awa-seminare.com/aussenwirtschaftskonferenz-2020/
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/awa-s-foreign-trade-conference-27-28th-february-2020-in-muenster-germany-cm-subscribers-10-off
https://www.customsmanager.info/2020-meet-ups
https://www.customsmanager.info/2020-meet-ups
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/2020-eu-classification-decisions
https://www.customsmanager.info/
https://www.customsmanager.org/uk-legislative-monitoring-and-news
https://www.customsmanager.org/latest-edition-uk-legislative-monit
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CUSTOMS MANAGER PLUS+ SERVICES 

UK Legislative Monitoring & News – Week 8 

No need to scan legislation anymore or read floods of news alerts clogging up your inbox. We send 

you a weekly edition of UK specific Customs & Global Trade Legislation & News. Plus get UK 

events listings, access to an archive of previous editions and more.  

This week, the UK Chief negotiator gave a complex speech UK as regards the trade negotiations 

priorities. We have summarized the key aspects here (Read PLUS+ blog entry).  Plus, we monitored 

the following institutions: 

• HMRC  

• DIT inc. ECJU 

• BORDER FORCE 

• DEFRA 

• OFSI 

• EU - UK FTA 

• UK - US FTA 

• Other UK FTA 

• TRADE TARIFF 

• GUIDES 

• EXPORT CONTROL ORDER 

• FOREIGN OFFICE  

• UK PARLIAMENT 

• LAWS 

• DOWNING STREET 

• OTHER 

• New OGEL updates, news  

Plus, in the section FROM THE OUTSIDE, we look at other UK policy developments, which are 

closely related to customs & global trade, like developments in indirect tax.  

And discounted conferences and exclusive offers. And many more PLUS+es. 

Get PLUS services free for 7 days today   Check out a sample report 

https://www.customsmanager.org/blog
https://www.customsmanager.org/uk-legislative-monitoring-and-news
https://www.customsmanager.org/latest-edition-uk-legislative-monit
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To quickly understand what’s what:  

 This is the law! It is taken from the US Federal Register or the Official Journal of 
the European Union or government agency.  
 

 
IT customs & trade information system change, for example CSMS 
 

 Official press releases, guidance, reports, news or additional information to help 
Customs Managers & Global Trade Professionals  
 

 Background Info: Access Customs Manager’s Blog for essential background 
information 

  

 Noteworthy speeches and comments relevant to our business   
 
 

 
Special Feature, information of relevance.  
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Coronavirus impact on Global Trade 

Coronavirus has quickly emerged as a risk to Chinese and global economic activity. In this 

particular section, we explain what customs managers and global trade professionals need 

to know and provide further information.  

 Background, analysis, and explanation on Coronavirus and the global economy: 

 Read Customs Managers’ Blog Entry on the virus 

From the World Economic Forum: 

• The economic effects of the COVID-19 coronavirus around the world 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/02/coronavirus-economic-effects-global-

economy-trade-travel/ 

• 5 ways Chinese companies are responding to the challenge:  

• https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/02/coronavirus-chinese-companies-response/ 

• Everything you need to know about the virus: 

• https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/02/everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-

coronavirus/ 

Customs  

USA 

Rules and Regulations Under the Textile Fiber Products Identification Act 

02/18/2020 The Federal Trade Commission proposes amending the Rules and Regulations 

under the Textile Fiber Products Identification to incorporate the most recent ISO 2076 

standard for generic fiber names. The proposed amendment should reduce compliance costs 

and increase flexibility for firms providing textile fiber information to the consumer. Read the 

Federal Register 

 

Notice of more Product Exclusions: US-China conflict 

02/20/2020 The US announced the decision to grant certain exclusion requests, as specified 
in the Annex to this notice, and make amendments to specific notes in the Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States (HTSUS). The product exclusions announced in this notice will 
apply as of September 24, 2018, the effective date of the $200 billion action, to August 7, 
2020. The amendments announced in this notice are retroactive to the date the original 
exclusions were published. Access the Federal Register 
 

 Argentina Beef Certificates – must be 9 digits   

02/19/2020 CSMS #41723673 - Beef export certificates must be 9 digits. Some importer/filers 

have received beef export certificates with 10 digits. This is not compliant with ACE. ACE will 

only allow 9 digits at entry. Effective immediately, Argentina will issue export certificates with 

the required 9 digits. If you possess a 10-digit certificate and are filing an Argentina Beef Quota 

certificate with your entry, omit the first digit – the “2”. 

EXAMPLE: Filer has a 10-digit certificate - 20AR000XXX. Omit the “2” and enter in ACE as 

0AR000XXX. 

https://www.customsmanager.info/post/the-economic-effects-of-the-covid-19-coronavirus-around-the-world
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/02/coronavirus-economic-effects-global-economy-trade-travel/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/02/coronavirus-economic-effects-global-economy-trade-travel/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/02/coronavirus-chinese-companies-response/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/02/everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-coronavirus/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/02/everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-coronavirus/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/18/2020-02759/rules-and-regulations-under-the-textile-fiber-products-identification-act
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/18/2020-02759/rules-and-regulations-under-the-textile-fiber-products-identification-act
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/20/2020-03377/notice-of-product-exclusions-chinas-acts-policies-and-practices-related-to-technology-transfer
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 Update to ACE Document Image System (DIS) Implementation Guide 

02/18/2020 CSMS #41720311 The ACE Document Image System (DIS) Implementation 

guide has been updated. For the US Fish and Wildlife Service, all DocCode's except for 

FWS02 are removed. The Official Document Name/Description has been changed to 

Supporting Documents. The Document Label Code has changed from FWS_TRANSACTION 

to FWS_SUPPORTING_DOCS. These changes are expected to be available in CERT on 

February 28, 2020. These changes are expected to be available in PROD on April 4, 2020. 

 

 The ACE CATAIR Entry Summary Status Notification UC Document has been 

Updated 

02/19/2020 CSMS #41707397 -The ACE CATAIR Entry Summary Status Notification UC 

document has been updated. In the SO70 record, updates were made to codes in Notes 3 

and 7. Note 9 was added to explain usage of a PGA line number ‘000’. In the SO71 record, 

two data elements were added to replace the ‘filler’ fields, and note 1 was updated to explain 

the usage of these new data elements. In addition, codes in Note 4 were updated. 

 New Draft CATAIR for e214 

02/19/2020 CSMS #41703608 - The updated draft CATAIR for e214 is now posted at 

https://www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair. CBP plans to deploy the functionality to the CERT 

environment for all e214 participants to begin testing sometime in late March/early April. A 

CSMS will be issued once a date is confirmed. 

 CBP issues guidance on Section 301 $200B - Tranche 3 Seventh Round of Product 

Exclusions from China 

02/18/2020 CSMS #41702837 CBP issued instructions for importers, brokers, and filers on 

submitting entries to CBP containing products granted exclusions by the USTR from the 

Section 301 measures as set out in 85 FR 549 are as follow. Please contact 

arne.mielken@customsmanager.com for a copy  

  Import Restrictions Imposed on Archaeological and Ethnological Material From 

Ecuador 

02/14/2020 This final rule amends the (CBP) regulations to reflect the imposition of import 

restrictions on certain archaeological and ethnological material from Ecuador. The final rule 

amends CBP regulations by adding Ecuador to the list of countries that have a bilateral 

agreement with the United States that imposes cultural property import restrictions. The final 

rule also contains the designated list that describes the types of archaeological and 

ethnological material to which the restrictions apply. DATES: Effective February 12, 2020. 

Access the Register 

 2019 CBP Trade & Travel Report Published 

02/20/2020 CBP is committed to publishing the results of its key trade and travel programs 

and operations. This report summarizes CBP’s. Access the report 

 

Overview of this weeks’ US Antidumping or Countervailing Duty Measures  

 Background: What is ADD? What is CVD? Read the Customs Manager's Blog. 

 Go further: This week’s measures and the entire 2020 list of all cases  

mailto:arne.mielken@customsmanager.com
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-02-14/pdf/2020-03118.pdf
https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/assets/documents/2020-Jan/CBP%20FY2019%20Trade%20and%20Travel%20Report.pdf
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/post/anti-dumping-duty-add-countervailing-duty-cvd
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/post/2020-us-add-measures
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European Union  

 Saudi petfood welcomed in EU 

17/02/2020 The EU now allows processed petfood of poultry from Saudi Arabia to be imported 

into and transit through the Union. Read the regulation 

 ADD measures on imports of monosodium glutamate originating in China 

20/02/2020 The EU initiated an investigation concerning possible circumvention of anti-

dumping measures on imports of monosodium glutamate originating in China, and making 

such imports subject to registration. Read the regulation 
 

EU amends annex in OTC regulation to account for REX 

18/02/2020 The EU has changed the Overseas Association Decision, in particular as regards 

Annex VI to Council Decision 2013/755/EU which defines the concept of ‘originating products’ 

between the EU and the overseas countries and territories (‘OCTs’). It sets out provisions for 

the deployment of the Registered Exporters (REX) system to OCTs for origin certification. The 

Annex is replaced to align its requirements on the REX system to the provisions of the REX 

system laid down by Regulation (EU) 2015/2447, the EU Union Customs Code. Article 22 - 

27 now talks about REX registration and use of REX as part of the proof of origin system, now 

aligned with the UCC. Read the regulation  

Trade Agreements 

USA 

No entry 

European Union 

EU announced new transparency package for trade agreements 

20/02/2020 EU announced its intention to further step up the European Commission's 

transparency commitments by, among others, systematically reporting on the work of all 

committees established under EU trade agreements. The new package of transparency 

measures also includes the publication of the Commission's decision authorizing Member 

States to conduct bilateral investment negotiations, non-business-sensitive summary records 

from the meetings of the Trade Defence Instruments Committee and Commission 

recommendations for negotiating directives, not only for preferential trade agreements, as this 

is already the case, but also for non-preferential ones. Commissioner Hogan also confirmed 

that the Commission's initiative to publish documents released under the Access to 

documents' Regulation would equally apply to trade-related documents. The commitments 

that fall under the transparency package will come into effect as of 20 February 2020. Access 

the notification  

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.043.01.0069.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:043:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.047.01.0009.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:047:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.045.01.0010.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:045:TOC
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_288
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_288


 

7       

EU: the UK cannot have the same deal as Canada 

19/02/2020 The UK cannot have the same 

trade deal with the EU as Canada, 

according to the bloc's chief negotiator. 

The UK cannot be treated like Canada 

because it's much closer (33 km vs. 5000 

km), and exports to EU are "considerably" 

more prominent (€197 billion vs. €125 

billion for Canada, Japan and South Korea 

together). Comparing Britain to Canada 

'simply doesn't work.' The EU has always maintained that even a Canada-style agreement 

would require anti-dumping safeguards. There would be UK trade deal if Britain won't follow 

bloc's rules. See Document   

Britain cannot have a Canada-style trade deal with the EU because of its closeness to the EU. 

Stefaan De Rynck, a key aide to EU Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier, said the UK's proximity 

in terms of both distance and trading relationships put a higher importance on 'level playing 

field' arrangements.  

Noteworthy statements: 

• 'Some in the UK now seem to want to become Canadians. But Dover is much closer 

to Calais than Ottawa is,' 

• 'Proximity matters, distance matters in a trade. What also matters is the 

interconnectedness between our economies. 

• 'So, in terms of zero tariff, zero quota access, this brings many benefits to the UK 

economy and with benefits come obligations.' 

• 'It's clear that for us, it's a different ball game that we are playing with the UK to the 

one that we agreed with Canada in terms of the level playing field.' 

Read the summary of the key points made by the UK Chief negotiator 
Weekly UK Legislative Monitoring & News (Plus+ paid plan) 

 

EPA EU-Côte d’Ivoire rules of origin agreed 

21/02/2020 The EU and Côte d’Ivoire have agreed, and published annexes established the 

Rules of Origin in their stepping-stone Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA). Access the 

legislation 

Export Control 

USA 

In FR: OFAC adds persons from Somalia and UAE to SDN list  

02/19 /2020 The U.S. Department of the Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) 

is publishing the name of persons who have been removed from the list of Specially 

Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons and whose property and interests in property have 

been unblocked. Access the Federal Register 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/cwp-20200218-trade-geography_en_0.pdf
https://www.customsmanager.org/uk-legislative-monitoring-and-news
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2020:049:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2020:049:TOC
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/19/2020-03209/notice-of-ofac-sanctions-actions
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Temporary General License: Extension of Validity for Huawei 

02/18/2020 The U.S. Government has decided to extend through April 1, 2020, the temporary 

general license to Huawei Technologies Co., Ltd. (Huawei) and one hundred and fourteen of 

its non-U.S. affiliates on the Entity List. To implement this decision, this final rule revises the 

temporary general license to remove the expiration date of February 16, 2020, and substitute 

the date of April 1, 2020. This rule is effective February 13, 2020, through April 1, 2020, except 

for amendatory instructions 1 and 3, which are effective February 13, 2020. Read the Federal 

Register 

DECCS Industry Portal: FAQ published 

02/20/20 Please see the Frequently Asked Questions section under the Licensing heading for 

two new FAQs on the subject of U.S. persons providing defense services abroad. The new 

FAQs provide additional guidance concerning individuals who believe they may be currently 

furnishing defense services without authorization. Please read them 

Summary of Upcoming Changes to ITAR: Encryption Rule 

DDTC is providing a summary handout of the changes to the ITAR that are coming March 25, 

2020, via the recently published Encryption Rule and what they mean to the regulated 

community. Read it 

 

OFAC latest updates 

02/20/2020 

02/19/2020 

 Second Quarter FY2019 Report for Licensing Activities Undertaken 

Pursuant to the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement 

Act of 2000 (TSRA) 

02/19/2020 

 Kingpin Act Designation Update 

02/18/2020  OFAC has imposed sectoral sanctions on Rosneft Trading SA, the 

Swiss-incorporated subsidiary of Russia’s state-owned Rosneft Oil 

Company, under E.O. 13850 (asset freeze) for operating in the oil 

sector of the Venezuelan economy. The chairman of Rosneft 

Trading’s board, Didier Casimiro, has also been listed under the 

same E.O. for acting for/on behalf of the company. OFAC Notice. 

 

European Union 

Report from the 14th Export Control Conference, Berlin, Germany 

From 20 – 21st February 2020, one of the largest export control conferences in Europe took 

place in Berlin, now in its 14th edition. International businesses, predominantly German-

speaking, with a stake in Export Controls in Europe and the world attend it, more than 500 

participants. The event is officially supported and promoted by the German Export Control 

Authorities (BAFA).  Read the report from the event, download material (updated regularly, 

as soon as documents are available) 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/18/2020-03144/temporary-general-license-extension-of-validity
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/18/2020-03144/temporary-general-license-extension-of-validity
https://www.pmddtc.state.gov/ddtc_public?id=ddtc_public_portal_faq_landing
https://www.pmddtc.state.gov/sys_attachment.do?sysparm_referring_url=tear_off&view=true&sys_id=dd2ecd1adbcbc8105564ff1e0f9619f2
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20200219_33.aspx
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20200219.aspx
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20200218.aspx
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20200218.aspx
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/14th-export-control-conference-in-berlin-germany-20-21-february-2020
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ISIL - Al-Qaida names amended to EU Sanctions List 

18/02/2020 The EU changed the names of Annex I of Regulation (EC) No 881/2002 as regards 

restrictive measures against certain persons and entities associated with the ISIL (Da'esh) 

and Al-Qaida organizations. This annex lists the persons, groups and entities covered by the 

freezing of funds and economic resources under that Regulation. On 20 June 2017, the 

Sanctions Committee of the United Nations Security Council decided to amend two entries in 

the list of persons, groups and entities to whom the freezing of funds and economic resources 

should apply. The EU acted three years later. Access the Official Journal Notice  

EU sanctions against Belarus to continue to February 2021 

18/02/2020 On 15 October 2012, the Council adopted Decision 2012/642/CFSP (1) 
concerning restrictive measures against Belarus. Based on a review of that Decision, the 
restrictive measures against Belarus should be extended until 28 February 2021. Decision 
2012/642/CFSP will continue to apply until 28 February 2021 Read the Official Journal   
Notice  

EU removes/adds Zimbabwe leadership and Zimbabwe Defence Industries on RPS 

list 

17/02/2020 In 2014, the EU expressed severe concern about the situation in Zimbabwe and 

grave violations of human rights by the Government of Zimbabwe, including violations of the 

freedoms of opinion, of association and peaceful assembly. Given this, it imposed specific 

restrictive measures, which are subject to annual review. Some in Zimbabwe are still engaging 

in severe violations of human rights. Therefore, for as long as the violations occur, sanctions 

are imposed. In 2020, the EU has amended Annex III and IV of Council Regulation (EC) No 

314/2004 of 19 February 2004 concerning specific restrictive measures in respect of 

Zimbabwe.  The Regulation gives effect to a Council decision, which includes the freezing of 

funds and economic resources of certain natural or legal persons, entities, and bodies. 

• Deletion of R. Mugabe and the addition of Grace Mugabe to CFSC Council Decision 

• Annex III amendment 

• Annex IV amendment 

• Notice  

• Council Regulation (EC) No 314/2004 of 19 February 2004 concerning specific 

restrictive measures in respect of Zimbabwe (OJ L 55, 24.2.2004, p. 1). 

• Council Decision 2011/101/CFSP of 15 February 2011 concerning restrictive 

measures against Zimbabwe (OJ L 42, 16.2.2011, p. 6). 

 

EU adds natural and legal persons to Syria restricted party list 

17/02/2020 Because prominent businesspersons are making massive profits through their ties 

with the Assad regime and are helping to finance that regime in return, including through the 

joint ventures formed by individual prominent businesspersons and entities with State-backed 

companies to develop expropriated land, those businesspersons and entities are supporting 

and benefiting from the Assad regime including through the use of confiscated property. 

Furthermore, the expropriation of land by the Assad regime from persons displaced by the 

conflict in Syria prevents those persons from being able to return to their homes. Eight natural 

persons and two entities should be added to the list of natural and legal persons, entities or 

bodies subject to restrictive measures in Annex II to Regulation (EU) No 36/2012.  

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.044.01.0015.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:044:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C:2020:055:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.045.01.0003.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:045:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C:2020:055:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.045.01.0004.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:045:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.044.01.0017.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:044:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.045.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:045:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C:2020:055:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=OJ:L:2004:055:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=OJ:L:2011:042:TOC
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1. Council Implementing Regulation  

2. EU Council Implementing Decision (CFSP) 

3. Notice  

 

 Background: EU Sanctions. Read Customs Manager’s blog 

One entry in Mali Sanctions changed 

20/02/2020 The entry AHMED AG ALBACHAR (alias: Intahmadou Ag Albachar) was 

changed. Corrigendum to Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/116 of 27 January 

2020 implementing Article 12(1) of Regulation (EU) 2017/1770 concerning restrictive 

measures because of the situation in Mali See here 

 

From around the world 

UN: Security Council ISIL (Da’esh) and Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee Removes 

Two Entries from Its Sanctions List  

19/02/2020 The UN Security Council has delisted two people from its ISIL (Da’esh) and Al-

Qaida sanctions list: Al-Mokhtar Ben Mohamed Ben Al-Mokhtar Bouchoucha and Imad Ben 

Bechir Ben Hamda Al-Jammali. As a result, they will no longer be subject to an asset freeze, 

travel ban, or arms embargo. Read the Press release 

WTO: Goods barometer signals further weakening of trade in Q1/2020 

20/02/2020 World merchandise trade growth is likely to remain weak in early 2020, according 

to the WTO Goods Trade Barometer released on 17 February. The real-time measure of trade 

trends now reads 95.5 — less than the 96.6 recorded last November and well below the 

index’s baseline value of 100. This below-trend performance could be reduced further by a 

new global health threat. Read the News 

UK: ECJU Updates Open General Export License (OGEL) Concerning F-35 

18/02/2020 Open general export license (exports in support of joint strike fighter: F-35 

Lightning II). This open general export license (OGEL) allows the export or transfer of goods, 

software or technology for the Joint Strike Fighter (F-35 Lightning II). Read about it here 

Kenya: Common Customs bond in East Africa will reduce costs: committee 

Importers in East Africa will from July operate under a common Customs bond, which 

guarantees uniform import duties and taxes across all partner states. Currently, the value of 

Customs bonds varies from country to country because of the application of different duty 

rates, valuation, and sensitivity of goods. Kenya requires importers of transit goods to secure 

a Customs bond issued by an insurance company while delicate or sensitive cargo requires a 

bank or cash guarantee. In Uganda and Rwanda, the Customs bond is issued by an insurance 

company with rates based on the taxes charged by the destination country. According to the 

East Africa Community Single Custom Territory Monitoring and Evaluation Committee, the 

common Customs bond will reduce the cost of doing business and goods turnaround time. 

This common Customs bond is expected to be adopted during the Council of Ministers in July 

as part of the pillar to create a Customs Union. It is meant to create a level playing field for the 

region's producers by imposing uniform competition laws, Customs procedures and external 

tariffs on goods imported from countries outside the EAC. Read the article  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.LI.2020.043.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:043I:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.LI.2020.043.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:043I:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.LI.2020.043.01.0006.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:043I:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.LI.2020.043.01.0006.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:043I:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C:2020:055:TOC
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/eu-sanctions
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.LI.2020.047.01.0008.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:047I:TOC
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14113.doc.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/wtoi_17feb20_e.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-general-export-licence-exports-in-support-of-joint-strike-fighter-f-35-lightning-ii
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/business/Common-Customs-bond-East-Africa/2560-5460844-144srn8/index.html
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Indonesia customs joins TradeLens shipping blockchain platform 

20/02/2020 The enterprise blockchain TradeLens announced that the Indonesia Customs and 

Excise Department joined its shipping platform after announcing its intention late last year. 

The Indonesia Customs and Excise Department is at least the third government agency in 

Southeast Asia to use the platform. Developed jointly by IBM and Maersk, TradeLens is using 

blockchain to digitize the container shipping industry and enable transparency in the container 

supply chain. The solution uses IoT devices to record temperature, container weight, and other 

physical aspects of shipping. The goal is to eliminate paper-based processes and speed up 

trade and customs verification. The platform boasts five of the top six ocean carriers as 

members, who represent over half of the world’s container cargo capacity. 

Meanwhile, the Indonesia Customs and Excise Department has joined the platform to expand 

its National Logistic Ecosystem (NLE), which will allow stakeholders in the logistics sector to 

collaborate effectively. The department is planning to use Tradelens as part of a system called 

CEISA 4.0 (Customs Excise Information System and Automation) to connect importers, 

exporters, and logistics providers. Now, by leveraging TradeLens, it will be able to receive 

shipping data in near real-time. It would potentially eliminate fraud and forgery and provide 

better data collection. Read the news. 

OMG! 

Welcome to our more curious, strange, and, sometimes, lighter segment! Welcome to OMG! 

Describing news and moments, which were too good to miss. Got one? Send it to me. 

 Human brain specimen seized from Canada-based shipment by US CBP 

02/20/2020 U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers seized a human brain sent 

through the mail near the Michigan-Canadian border last week, the agency said. They spotted 

a shipment labeled “Antique Teaching Specimen." The officers opened it and found a human 

brain specimen inside a clear glass mason jar, the agency said in a news release. No 

paperwork or documentation accompanied the package, which originated in Toronto and was 

headed to Kenosha, Wis. “Individuals looking to import shipments such as this need to 

remember that the Center for Disease Control and Prevention [CDC] has a strict Import Permit 

Program that must be adhered to,” Area Port Director Michael Fox said. Source 

Events 

February  

27-28, 2020 Muenster, Germany AWA Foreign Trade Seminar Get 10% off with a Customs 

Manager Subscription 

March  

09, 2020 EU&UK Customs Manager Community Meet Up, ILEC, Earls Court, London 

09-10, 2020 Elite Business Live, ILEC Conference Centre, Earls Court, London  

10-11, 2020, Anaheim California, CBP Public Symposium 

April 

01, 2020 CBP customs brokers license exam Read more 

09, 2020 US Customs Manager Community Meet Up, Atlanta, Georgia, USA 

May 

https://www.ledgerinsights.com/tradelens-enterprise-blockchain-shipping-indonesia-customs/
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/contact
https://www.foxnews.com/us/brain-specimen-seized-canada-based-shipment-us-customs-officers
https://www.awa-seminare.com/aussenwirtschaftskonferenz-2020/
http://www.customsmanager.info/
http://www.customsmanager.info/
https://www.customsmanager.info/2020-meet-ups
http://elitebusinessevent.co.uk/
https://www.cbp.gov/trade/stakeholder-engagement/trade-symposium
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/post/u-s-customs-and-border-protection-cbp-customs-brokers-license-exams
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19-20, 2020 Charleston, SC, Complying with U.S. Export Controls, BIS Read more 

21, 2020 Charleston, SC, How to Build an Export Compliance Program, BIS Read more 

June 

8-11, 2020 12th WTO Ministerial Conference (MC12) in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan 

18-19, 2020, 32. European Customs Law, Hamburg, Germany Read more 

July 

1, 2020 The implementation of the AfCFTA is set to start, following the agreement's entry 

into force on 30 May 2019. All 44 African WTO members and nine WTO observers are 

signatories to the AfCFTA, with 29 having ratified the agreement to date (14/02/2020). 

Did we miss an event? Let us know here 

 

Sources 

• Official Journal of the European Union (OJ), L (Legislation) C (Information and 

Notices) 

• US Federal Register 

• U.S. Customs and Border Protection – Office of Trade  

• Directorate-General for Customs & Taxation for the European Commission 

• Directorate-General for Trade of the European Commission 

• Department of Commerce, Bureau of Industry and Security 

• Department of State, Directorate of Defense Controls  

• The White House 

• Office of the US Trade Representative 

• Department of State 

• Census Gov 

• World Customs Organisation 

• World Trade Organisation  

• Various Press Releases & Notifications (notified within the article) 

Feedback & Subscription 

We would like to know what you think, especially as to what REGIONS or SUBJECT 

MATTER you are interested in. Click here to leave feedback and to subscribe to get your 

weekly dose of C&GT “Wrap-Up.” 

  

https://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/all-articles/25-compliance-a-training/export-administration-regulations-training/1611-may-19-20-2020-charleston-sc
https://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/all-articles/25-compliance-a-training/export-administration-regulations-training/1612-may-20-2020-charleston-sc
https://www.efa-muenster.de/
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 

Copyright © 2020 Arne Mielken (Customs Manager). All rights reserved. 
About this “Wrap Up.” This newsletter has been compiled and written by Arne Mielken. To contact Arne, please 

complete the contact form on the website, which you can access here. The newsletter is generic and covers a 

broad range of topics and regions. If you prefer to receive a personalized newsletter using the preferences you 

set and which you receive every workday, please get in touch. Wishing to provide a concise service and due to 

space limitations, we do not post full-detailed entries; however, we would summarize the main issues and provide 

hyperlinks to legislation, or, in some cases, our blog entries. 

This email contains no proprietary, classified, or otherwise controlled information. All items are obtained from 

public sources or are published with the permission of contributors.  

This newsletter is provided free of charge. We try our best not to miss updates; however, occasionally, omissions 

or unintentional inaccuracies may occur. So please note that the contents of this document cannot be relied upon 

as legal or expert advice.  Consult your legal counsel or compliance specialists before taking actions based upon 

news items.    

Subscribe: Complete the registration form on the website. 

Unsubscribe:  Submit a request using the contact form on the website for easy, quick removal from this 

subscription. 

Consult the privacy policy.  

Free subscription to Legislative Monitoring & News for the EU & US  

Sign-up to weekly professional legislative monitoring & news for the European Union (EU) and the US, covering 

all relevant changes to laws and regulations. Replace all newsletters and alerts with one place to cover all our 

monitoring needs. Save time; enhance compliance. Subscription is free and easy at www.customsmanager.info   

About Customs Manager 

Our mission is to create the world's largest community of empowered Customs managers and Global Trade 

Professionals. We achieve this through professional legislative monitoring, ongoing training & education, and 

providing first-class support. In this way, we strengthen the overall customs & global trade (C&GT) profession by 

creating up-to-date, well-trained and supported customs managers ready to grow global trade effectively, 

efficiently and compliantly.  

Always up to date. Always learning. Always supported. 

Find out more at www.customsmanager.org  

 

https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/contact
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/contact
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/contact
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/about
http://www.customsmanager.info/
http://www.customsmanager.org/

