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Customs & Global Trade “Wrap-Up”  

US & EU Legislative Monitoring & News for  
Customs, Trade Agreements and Export Controls 

Week 7/2020 (10 - 16 February 2020) 
 

Welcome to Customs Manager’s Legislative Monitoring for the EU and the US. Did 

you feel the love on St. Valentines’ Day? Check out my love article between the UK 

and the EU, after their break-up was finalised last week. Read here. 

We start this week with Export Controls. I very much hope to see you are next week’s 

major export control conference in Berlin (details here), arguably the most important 

export control event in Europe. If you are going, please say Hi, I’d love to chat. Also, 

as this is all in German only, I will be providing live blogs and share documents and 

information, so, if you are not joining us, sit back and relax, I’ve got you covered. 

Back to St. Valentine’s Day, I want to pass on my love for the German Foreign Trade 

Academy AWA, who I am so grateful to for having granted us all 10% discount on 

admission to the major Foreign Trade Conference (details here), taking place in 

Münster, Germany on 27 and 28 February 2020. All subscribers, including new 

subscribers can get the discount code. I hope to see you there. 

In Customs, the US feels no love towards the EU, increasing additional duties against 

imported EU aircraft from 10% to 15%. In the EU, first customs classification decisions 

of 2020 have been published by the EU. We need a register of these, so we can factor 

them into our classification determination process. I have started such a register. Also 

looks out for EU registration measures against continuous filament glass fibre products 

from Egypt.  

As regards trade agreements, the EU-Vietnam trade deal cleared another hurdle, 

passing the EU Parliament. We look at what it means for the EU. Not so good news 

for Cambodia, losing its EBA GSP status for now. This means higher customs duty, 

so watch out for that from next week.  

Also, Huawei charged with conspiracy and stealing trade secrets tops the export 

control developments this week. The news that the EU does not have the powers to 

enforce its own sanctions is noteworthy and slightly baffling but doesn’t compare in 

levels of drama       

In the “From Around the World” sections, the focus is on agreements signed by 

Indonesia and Peru with Australia. 

https://www.customsmanager.info/post/st-valentines-love-uk-frictionless-trade-with-eu-will-come-to-an-end-eu-we-are-all-set
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/14th-export-control-conference-in-berlin-germany-20-21-february-2020
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/14th-export-control-conference-in-berlin-germany-20-21-february-2020
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/14th-export-control-conference-in-berlin-germany-20-21-february-2020
https://www.awa-seminare.com/aussenwirtschaftskonferenz-2020/
https://www.awa-seminare.com/aussenwirtschaftskonferenz-2020/
https://www.awa-seminare.com/aussenwirtschaftskonferenz-2020/
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/awa-s-foreign-trade-conference-27-28th-february-2020-in-muenster-germany-cm-subscribers-10-off
https://www.customsmanager.info/2020-meet-ups
https://www.customsmanager.info/2020-meet-ups
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/2020-eu-classification-decisions
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Finally, please allow me to remind you of a meet-up opportunity on 9 March 2020 at 

the Elite Business Event in Central London and 9 April 2020 in Central Atlanta, 

Georgia, USA. Sign up here 

If you haven’t signed up to the free weekly EU/US legislative monitoring, we would 

appreciate you doing so. Reasons why you may wish to do so, are here. 

And if you need to know about the UK’s post-Brexit trading rules and regs, the link to 

get your PLUS+ account is here. See below or here for what’s in this weeks’ edition.  

I hope you had a nice St. Valentine’s Day with lots of love, if you need customs-specific 

inspiration, check out the OMG section for a CBP US story.  

Best, 

 

Arne Mielken 

  

CUSTOMS MANAGER PLUS+ SERVICES 

UK Legislative Monitoring & News – Week 7 

The big news in the UK is the announcement of the introduction of full import controls from 2021 

on EU goods at the border after the transition period ends on 31 December 2020. Our PLUS+ blog 

entry explains what this means, what controls are covered and gives tips as to how to prepare. The 

JCCC duty liability meeting took place this week. We summarize key results as well.  

The UK wants freeports. We explain what the UK plans, what they are and how customs Managers 

can take advantage (Read PLUS+ blog entry). The UK also continues to make its mark at the WTO 

with position on E-commerce, Trade and Development. We explore what was said. We also begin 

our first series of analyzing in detail each of the UK continuation FTAs which will apply from 

2021 so that Customs Manager’s are ready to take advantage of these from Day 1. Comes with 

analysis blog entry.   

Onto Export Controls, we look at a detailed guide of UK trade sanctions on Iran and explain the 

Export 'Trigger List' requirements of nuclear equipment, material and technology. We also provide 

details of a free of charge 1-hour introductory webinar on export controls which takes place 

next week. Download the new version 

Plus, we are launching out new section: FROM THE OUTSIDE, looks at other UK policy 

developments, which are closely related to customs & global trade, like developments in indirect 

tax. This week, we look at Excise and VAT developments. 

Our PLUS+ Podcast talks about EU-UK Import Controls, Free Ports, EU-UK Free Trade Deal and 

the cabinet reshuffle and its consequences for customs & global trade.  And discounted 

conferences and exclusive offers. And many more PLUS+es. 

Get PLUS services free for 7 days today   Check out a sample report 

https://www.customsmanager.info/2020-meet-ups
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/2020-eu-classification-decisions
https://www.customsmanager.info/
https://www.customsmanager.org/uk-legislative-monitoring-and-news
https://www.customsmanager.org/latest-edition-uk-legislative-monit
https://www.customsmanager.org/blog
https://www.customsmanager.org/blog
https://www.customsmanager.org/blog
https://www.customsmanager.org/premium-legislative-monitoring
https://www.customsmanager.org/uk-legislative-monitoring-and-news
https://www.customsmanager.org/latest-edition-uk-legislative-monit
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To quickly understand what’s what:  

 This is the law! It is taken from the US Federal Register or the Official Journal of 
the European Union or government agency.  
 

 
IT customs & trade information system change, for example CSMS 
 

 Official press releases, guidance, reports, news or additional information to help 
Customs Managers & Global Trade Professionals  
 

 Background Info: Access Customs Manager’s Blog for essential background 
information 

  

 Noteworthy speeches and comments relevant to our business   
 
 

 
Special Feature, information of relevance.  
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Customs  

USA 

US to impose additional duty on aircraft imported from the EU from 10 to 15% 

The US was authorized by the WTO to take countermeasures on $7.5 billion in goods after 

they lodged a successful case with the WTO, of unfair trade practices by the European Union, 

France, Germany, Spain, and the United Kingdom against the US.  So the US has issued a 

Notice in the Federal Register making adjustments to its WTO-authorized retaliation action, 

which was implemented on October 18, 2019. The United States is increasing the additional 

duty rate imposed on aircraft imported from the EU to 15% from 10%, effective March 18, 

2020, and making certain other minor modifications.  

To read the Notice, click here. 

For additional background, click here. 

To read the press release 

 

A new set of Product Exclusions – China – Section 301 ($34 billion) 

02/11/2020 The US announced a determination to grant additional exclusions to the additional 

duties imposed of goods imported from China. The product exclusions, mainly in Chapter 84 

and 85 will apply as of July 6, 2018, effective date of the $34 billion actions and will extend to 

October 1, 2020 at 11:59 p.m. EDT. The amendments announced in this notice are retroactive 

to the date the original exclusions were published and do not further extend the period for the 

original exclusions. U.S. Customs and Border Protection will issue instructions on entry 

guidance and implementation. FR Document:2020-02684 Citation:85 FR 781 

C-TPAT application suspended 

02/10/2020 CTPAT is suspending applicant submissions from January 1, 2020, through 
June 1, 2020.  CTPAT will be updating the Eligibility Requirements and the Security Profile 
with the new Minimum-Security Criteria (MSC). 

• C-TPAT MSC announcement: Click here 

• C-TPAT Minimum Security Criteria Details: Click here 
 

US Court of International Trade Decisions (published by CBP) 

02/12/2020 The Customs Bulletin and Decisions is a weekly compilation of decisions, rulings, 
regulations, notices, and abstracts concerning customs and related matters of U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection, the U.S. Court of International Trade, and the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Federal Circuit. Access the latest decisions of the US Court of International Trade 
 

 Harmonized System Update (HSU) 2002  

02/14/2020 Harmonized System Update (HSU) 2002 was created on February 13, 2020, and 

contained 12,922 ABI records and 2,380 harmonized tariff records. System modifications were 

made to support of the United States Trade Representative’s (USTR) Notice of Modification 

of Section 301 Action: China’s Acts, Policies, and Practices Related to Technology, Transfer, 

Intellectual Property and Innovation. The Notice was included in the Federal Register from 

January 22, 2020, Vol. 85 No.14 on page 3741, and can be found by using the following link  

here  

Further, adjustments were made to support Presidential Proclamation 9980: Adjusting Imports 

of Derivative Aluminium Articles and Derivative Steel Articles into the United States published 

https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/301Investigations/Notice_of_Modification_of_Section_301_Action_Enforcement_of_U.S._WTO_Rights_in_Large_Civil_Aircraft_Dispute.pdf
https://ustr.gov/issue-areas/enforcement/section-301-investigations/section-301-large-civil-aircraft
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2020/february/ustr-revises-75-billion-award-implementation-against-eu-airbus-case
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/11/2020-02684/notice-of-product-exclusions-and-amendments-chinas-acts-policies-and-practices-related-to-technology
https://www.cbp.gov/border-security/ports-entry/cargo-security/ctpat/ctpat-msc-announcements
https://www.cbp.gov/border-security/ports-entry/cargo-security/c-tpat-customs-trade-partnership-against-terrorism/apply/security-criteria
https://www.cbp.gov/trade/rulings/bulletin-decisions
https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/assets/documents/2020-Feb/Vol_54_No_5_Slip%20Op.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-01-22/pdf/2020-00904.pdf
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January 24, 2020, in the Federal Register, Vol. 82 No.19, page 5281. The Proclamation can 

be retrieved via the link below here  

In order to support the administration of the requirements of Presidential Proclamation 9980, 

the 484 F Committee announced statistical changes. Additional information can be found on 

the USITC’s website: here  

Additionally, system modifications were made to support of the United States Trade 

Representative’s (USTR) Notice of Product Exclusions: China’s Acts, Policies, and Practices 

Related to Technology, Transfer, Intellectual Property and Innovation. This Notice can be 

found in the Federal Register from February 5, 2020, Vol. 85 No. 24, page 6674 or by using 

the following link here  

Finally, in support of the PGA Message Set, Participating Government Agency (PGA) 

indicators were updated also. Modifications required by the verification of the 2020 

Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) are included as well.  

 New QR Code for Truck Manifest Cover Sheet 

02/13/2020 On February 29, 2020, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) will begin 

supporting an optional Quick Response (QR) Code in the Automated Commercial 

Environment (ACE) Truck Portal. To use the QR Code, users will need to print it on the Truck 

Manifest Cover Sheet. 

While QR codes are optional, the benefits of using them include:  

1. Uniquely identify the electronically filed manifest information associated with a 

conveyance. 

2. Minimize the actions required of a driver. 

3. Maximize match probability. 

For more information on how to participate using the QR Code on the Truck Manifest Cover 

Sheet, please see the QR specifications at this link 

https://www.cbp.gov/trade/automated/technical/document/guides/ace-truck-manifest-qr-

specifications-guide .  

CSMS #41659625  

 

 Updated ACE In-Bond (QP/WP) IG now Posted on CBP.gov 

The ACE In-Bond (QP/WP) Implementation Guide (IG) has been updated to add a note 

related to air waybills.  It is posted on cbp.gov at the following location:  

https://www.cbp.gov/document/guidance/bond CSMS #41657277  

Overview of this weeks’ US Antidumping or Countervailing Duty Measures  

 Background: What is ADD? What is CVD? Read the Customs Manager's Blog. 

 Go further: This week’s measures and the entire 2020 list of all cases  

  

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-01-29/pdf/2020-01806.pdf
https://www.usitc.gov/tariff_affairs/documents/announcement_of_changes_to_8708.10.3010_and_8708.29.2100.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-02-05/pdf/2020-02225.pdf
https://www.cbp.gov/trade/automated/technical/document/guides/ace-truck-manifest-qr-specifications-guide
https://www.cbp.gov/trade/automated/technical/document/guides/ace-truck-manifest-qr-specifications-guide
https://www.cbp.gov/document/guidance/bond
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/post/anti-dumping-duty-add-countervailing-duty-cvd
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/post/2020-us-add-measures
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European Union  

 EU’s Customs Classification: Polyacrylic elastomers under CN 3906 90 90 

12/02/2020 The EU has classified certain Polyacrylic elastomers in the form of white blocs 

under CN code 3906 90 90. Read the regulation 

 EU’s Customs Classification: Polyacrylic elastomers under CN 3906 90 90 

13/02/2020 The EU has classified a pressure and friction pain relievers fabric for sensitive 

fingers, fingernails, toes or toenails under CN code 6307 90 10. Read the regulation  
 

 Go further: Access the Full List of 2020 EU Customs Classification Decisions  
 

EU amends Classification Explanatory Notes 

12/02/2020 The EU has amended its explanatory notes to the Combines Nomenclature of 

the EU with Documents 2020/C 48/06 and 2020/C 48/07.  

• It provided a non-exhaustive list of spouts (Chapter 7) and their corresponding CN 

Code. Access the changes here 

• On page 161, in the Explanatory note to subheading ‘2933 49 10 Halogen derivatives 

of quinoline; quinoline carboxylic acid derivatives’, the third paragraph is replaced, and 

additional paragraphs are added. Access the changes here 

 Go further: Access the Full List of 2020 Explanatory Note Changes   
 

Notice on anti-subsidy proceeding concerning imports of continuous filament glass 

fibre products from Egypt  

13/02/2020 The EU has found additional evidence of relevant subsidies which were not 

included in the first notice. It is added by including this into the regulations. Access the notice 

EU makes imports of continuous filament glass fibre products originating in Egypt 

subject to registration 

14/02/2020 The EU customs authorities will now be required to register imports into the Union 

of chopped glass fibre strands, of a length of not more than 50 mm; glass fibre rovings, 

excluding glass fibre rovings which are impregnated and coated and have a loss on ignition of 

more than 3 % (as determined by the ISO Standard 1887); and mats made of glass fibre 

filaments excluding mats of glass wool, currently falling under CN codes 7019 11 00, ex 7019 

12 00, 7019 31 00 (TARIC codes 7019120022, 7019120025, 7019120026 and 7019120039) 

and originating in Egypt. This is part of the escalating steps in the ADD procedure process. 

Read the Law 

Notice of initiation concerning a review of the safeguard measures applicable to 

imports of certain steel products 2020/C 51/11 

On 31 January 2019, the European Commission imposed definitive safeguard measures on 

certain steel products (the ‘Definitive Safeguard Regulation’). The Commission has now 

decided to initiate a second review of the safeguard measures certain steel products which 

are listed in the Annex to the Notice. 

 Go further: COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) 2019/159 of 31 January 
2019 imposing definitive safeguard measures against imports of certain steel products 
 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.039.01.0003.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:039:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.040.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:040:TOC
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/2020-eu-classification-decisions
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.048.01.0006.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:048:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.048.01.0008.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:048:TOC
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/eu-explanatory-notes-2020-changes
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.048.01.0018.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:048:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.042.01.0010.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:042:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.051.01.0021.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:051:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2019.031.01.0027.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2019:031:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2019.031.01.0027.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2019:031:TOC
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Notice of initiation of an ADD proceeding on aluminium extrusions imports from 

China 2020/C 51/12 

14/02/2020 The EU has received a complaint on protection against dumped imports from 

countries, not members of the European Union alleging that imports of aluminium extrusions, 

originating in China are being dumped and are thereby causing injury to the EU industry. The 

following products are not covered by this investigation: 

I. products attached (e.g. by welding or fasteners) to form subassemblies; 

II. welded tubes and pipes; 

III. products in a packaged kit with the necessary parts to assemble a finished product 

without further finishing or fabrication of the parts (‘finished goods kit’). 

All interested parties wishing to submit information on the product scope must do so within 10 

days of the date of publication of this Notice. 

The product allegedly being dumped is the product under investigation from China are 

currently classified under CN codes ex 7604 10 10, ex 7604 10 90, 7604 21 00, 7604 29 10, 

7604 29 90, ex 7608 10 00, 7608 20 81, 7608 20 89 and ex 7610 90 90 (TARIC codes 7604 

10 10 11, 7604 10 90 11,7604 10 90 25, 7604 10 90 80, 7608 10 00 11, 7608 10 00 80, 7610 

90 90 10).  

Access the Notice  

Trade Agreements 

USA 

US TR Removes Countries from the List of Developing and Least-Developed 

Countries Under U.S. CVD Law + Removal of Federal Rule, replaced by Notice in the 

FR 

 02/10/2020 The US issued a Notice in the Federal Register updating its internal list of 

developing or least-developed countries that are eligible for special de minimis countervailable 

subsidy and negligible import volume standards under the countervailing duty (CVD) law. 

Being a country mentioned in the list means that the threshold for triggering am US 

investigation into whether nations are harming US industries with unfairly subsidised exports 

is higher than usual. In doing so, the US eliminated its special preferences for a list of self-

declared developing countries that includes: Albania; Argentina; Armenia; Brazil; Bulgaria; 

China; Colombia; Costa Rica; Georgia; Hong Kong; India; Indonesia; Kazakhstan; the Kyrgyz 

Republic; Malaysia; Moldova; Montenegro; North Macedonia; Romania; Singapore; South 

Africa; South Korea; Thailand; Ukraine; and Vietnam. USTR said the decision to revise its 

developing country methodology for countervailing duty investigations was necessary 

because America’s previous guidance - which dates to 1998 - “is now obsolete.”. Finally, in 

order to provide more timely updates, USTR has determined that giving notice in the Federal 

Register rather than through rulemaking is preferable. Therefore, Part 2013 of chapter XX of 

title 15 of the Code of Federal Regulations was removed and is now replaced by notification 

in the Federal Register.  

• Access the FR Document: 2020-02445 

• The new Notice is now here: Designations of Developing and Least-Developed 

Countries under the Countervailing Duty Law FR Document: 2020-02524 Citation:85 

FR 7613 

• The Press Release is here 

• Additional new item on the issue here [external] 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:JOC_2020_051_R_0012&from=EN
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2019-title15-vol3/xml/CFR-2019-title15-vol3-part2013.xml
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2019-title15-vol3/xml/CFR-2019-title15-vol3-part2013.xml
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/10/2020-02445/removal-of-rule-designating-developing-and-least-developed-country-designations-under-the
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/10/2020-02524/designations-of-developing-and-least-developed-countries-under-the-countervailing-duty-law
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2020/february/ustr-updates-list-developing-and-least-developed-countries-under-us-cvd-law
https://m.fin24.com/Economy/South-Africa/us-revokes-wto-subsidy-preferences-for-south-africa-some-other-countries-20200211
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US issues damming report on WTO Appellate Body 

02/12/2020 The US has issued a Report on the Appellate Body of the WTO.  This report is 

the first comprehensive study of the Appellate Body’s record, and it provides an in-depth 

assessment of the Appellate Body’s failure to comply with WTO rules and interpret WTO 

agreements as written. Highlights: 

• The Appellate Body has strayed far from the limited role that WTO Members assigned 

to it.  

• Through persistent overreaching, the Appellate Body has increased its own power, at 

the expense of the authority of the United States and other WTO Members.  

• The Report demonstrates the Appellate Body’s persistent failure to follow basic WTO 

rules and highlights several examples of how the Appellate Body has altered WTO 

Members’ rights and obligations through erroneous interpretations of WTO 

agreements.   

• These actions have harmed the United States and its citizens, workers and businesses 

and have undermined the effectiveness of the WTO dispute settlement system.  

Download the report 

St. Valentines' Love? UK "Frictionless trade with EU will come to an end" - EU: "We 

are all set." 

14/02/2020 UK confirms that customs and border checks will be necessary – EU 

Commission says: “We are all set”. Read the blog entry summarizing the positioning of the 

EU and the UK from this week. The European Parliament called for a “level playing field” 

which is crucial to ensure fair competition stating: 

• The integrity of the EU Single Market and Customs Union must be preserved 

• There should be a “dynamic alignment” of EU-UK rules 

• The EU must protect its most sensitive sectors 

Read the Position of the European Parliament  

Read the Customs Manager Blog here 

Read about this weeks Customs, Trade Agreements and Export Control changes:         
UK Legislative Monitoring & News (PLUS Plan subscription required) 

 

EU-Vietnam Trade Agreement 

12/02/2020 MEPs voted on the free trade and investment deals between the EU and Vietnam 

on Wednesday. The free trade agreement will eliminate virtually all tariffs between Vietnam 

and the European Union over the course of a decade. With the Parliament's adoption, the 

Council can now conclude the trade agreement. Once the Vietnamese National Assembly also 

ratifies the trade agreement, it can enter into force, most likely in early summer 2020. The 

investment protection agreement with Vietnam will still need to be ratified by all Member States 

according to their respective internal procedures. Once ratified, it will replace the bilateral 

investment agreements that 21 EU Member States currently have in place with Vietnam. A 

leading MEP has explained the benefits. Read the European Parliaments’ Blog EU 

Commission welcomes approval  

 

 

 

https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/Report_on_the_Appellate_Body_of_the_World_Trade_Organization.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200206IPR72011/eu-uk-future-relations-level-playing-field-crucial-to-ensure-fair-competition
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/st-valentines-love-uk-frictionless-trade-with-eu-will-come-to-an-end-eu-we-are-all-set
https://www.customsmanager.org/uk-legislative-monitoring-and-news
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/economy/20200131STO71518/eu-vietnam-trade-deal-what-are-the-benefits
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2114
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2114
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Report on GSP Progress in 2020 

02/10/2020 Exports to the European Union from developing countries using special tariff 
preferences under the EU's Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP) reached a new high 
of €69 billion in 2018. According to the European Commission's report published every two 
years on the GSP, released today, exports to the EU from the 71 GSP beneficiary countries 
increased to almost €184 billion. Nearly €69 billion of these used GSP special preferences. 
 

Learn more: What is GSP in the EU, and why does it matter? Read Customs Managers’ 
Blog Entry 
 

EU partly withdraws EBA status for Cambodia 

12/02/2020 The European Commission has decided to withdraw part of the tariff preferences 
granted to Cambodia under the European Union's Everything but Arms' (EBA) trade scheme 
due to the serious and systematic violations of the human rights principles enshrined in the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The withdrawal of tariff preferences – and 
their replacement with the EU's standard tariffs (most favoured nation MFN) – will affect 
selected garment and footwear products, and all travel goods and sugar. The withdrawal 
amounts to around one-fifth or €1 billion of Cambodia's yearly exports to the EU. Unless the 
European Parliament and the Council object, this will take effect on 12 August 2020 and 
customs managers need to ensure their company accounts for the extra customs duty 
payments. Read the announcement  
 

EU – Samoa extend cooperation 

02/12/2020 On 12 February 2020, The EU and the Independent State of Samoa (Samoa) 
discussed, amongst others the country’s EPA Implementation Plan of Action, which is under 
preparation. Samoa recently acceded to the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA). Read 
the news 
 

Trade Talks! 6th round of EU-AUS FTA negotiations 

10/02/2020 The latest round followed an exchange of offers for services and investment and 
public procurement. An initial exchange for goods was made ahead of the fifth round of 
negotiations in October 2019. The week's discussions covered most areas of the future 
agreement including technical barriers to trade, sustainable development, goods, 
geographical indications, rules of origin and exchanged market offers. Twenty-two separate 
working groups took part.  

USA 

Temporary General License: Extension of Validity, effective February 13, 2020, BIS 

Final rule  

02/13/2020 for 02/18/2020 The U.S. Government has decided to extend through April 1, 2020, 

the temporary general license to Huawei Technologies Co., Ltd. (Huawei) and one hundred 

and fourteen of its non-U.S. affiliates on the Entity List. In order to implement this decision, 

this final rule revises the temporary general license to remove the expiration date of February 

16, 2020, and substitute the date of April 1, 2020. Forthcoming Rules 

Read the announcement here 

https://www.customsmanager.info/post/the-eu-s-generalised-scheme-of-preferences-gsp-regulation
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/the-eu-s-generalised-scheme-of-preferences-gsp-regulation
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2113
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/74571/eu-and-samoa-step-their-cooperation_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/74571/eu-and-samoa-step-their-cooperation_en
https://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/documents/regulations-docs/federal-register-notices/federal-register-2020/2529-85-fr-temporary-general-license-extension-of-validity-rule-effective-2-13-20-published-2-18-20/file
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2020/02/department-commerce-renews-temporary-general-license-45-days
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 Huawei and Subsidiaries Charged with Conspiracy Stealing Trade Secrets 

The US charged Chinese telecommunications conglomerate Huawei with conspiracy to violate 

the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO). The charges include the 

alleged decades-long efforts to misappropriate the intellectual property, including from six U.S. 

technology companies, to grow and operate Huawei’s business.  The misappropriated 

intellectual property included trade secret information and copyrighted works, such as source 

code and user manuals for internet routers, antenna technology and robot testing technology. 

The indictment also adds a charge of conspiracy to steal trade secrets stemming from the 

China-based company’s alleged long-running practice of using fraud and deception to 

misappropriate sophisticated technology from U.S. counterparts. Read about it 

Huawei Entity List FAQ 

Counter-Terrorism Designations Removals of Al-Barakaat Group 

2/12/2020 OFAC removed the Al-Barakaat Group, a group of Somali-owned companies 

following the 9/11 terrorist attacks. The director of Al-Barakaat, Abdullahi Hussein Kahie, has 

also been delisted from the Specially Designated Nationals List Update, predominantly 

originating from UAE and Somalia. Access the changes  

 Three Turkish Individuals & two entities on SDN and BPL 

02/10/2020 OFAC added three Turkish individuals and two entities of Turkey to the Specially 

Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons List due to their contribution to the situation in 

Syria. Access the Federal Register  

 

Why are they designated? Read the Presidential Proclamation  

List of Countries Requiring Cooperation with an International Boycott 

02/10/2020 List of Countries Requiring Cooperation with an International Boycott include 

Iraq, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, United Arab Emirates and Yemen. 

Access the Federal Register 

Background, analysis and explanation: What is an international boycott under US tax 
law? 

 

Sanctions against Conviasa 

02/07/2020 The US imposed sanctions on the Venezuelan state-owned airline CONVIASA 
to shuttle corrupt regime officials around the world to fuel support for its anti-democratic 
efforts. Read the Press Release. 

 

Comments requested on CWC effects on commercial activities 

BIS is seeking public comments on the impact that implementation of the Chemical Weapons 

Convention (CWC), through the Chemical Weapons Convention Implementation Act and the 

Chemical Weapons Convention Regulations (CWCR), has had on commercial activities 

involving “Schedule 1'' chemicals during the calendar year 2019. The purpose of this notice of 

inquiry is to collect information to assist BIS in its preparation of the annual certification to the 

Congress on whether the legitimate commercial activities and interests of chemical, 

biotechnology, and pharmaceutical firms are harmed by such implementation. Read the 

Federal Register 

 

https://www.justice.gov/usao-edny/pr/chinese-telecommunications-conglomerate-huawei-and-subsidiaries-charged-racketeering
https://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/documents/pdfs/2447-huawei-entity-listing-faqs/file
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20200212.aspx
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/10/2020-02575/notice-of-ofac-sanctions-actions
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/10/17/2019-22849/blocking-property-and-suspending-entry-of-certain-persons-contributing-to-the-situation-in-syria
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/10/2020-02598/list-of-countries-requiring-cooperation-with-an-international-boycott
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/999
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/999
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm903
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/13/2020-02848/impact-of-the-implementation-of-the-chemical-weapons-convention-cwc-on-legitimate-commercial
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/13/2020-02848/impact-of-the-implementation-of-the-chemical-weapons-convention-cwc-on-legitimate-commercial
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The imposition of Non-proliferation Measures Against Foreign Persons 

02/14/2020 The US has listed a few foreign entities and individuals that have engaged in 
activities that warrant the imposition of penalties on foreign entities and individuals. They have 
received or sent goods, services, or technology controlled under multilateral control lists 
(Missile Technology Control Regime, Australia Group, Chemical Weapons Convention, 
Nuclear Suppliers Group, Wassenaar Arrangement) or otherwise having the potential to make 
a material contribution to the development of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) or cruise 
or ballistic missile systems to/from Syria, Iran or North Korea. The effective date is backdated 
to 3 February 2020. Read the notice  

European Union 

ISIL - Al-Qaida’ AMADOU KOUFA name added to EU Sanctions List 

11/02/2020 Following UN designation 4 February 2020, AMADOU KOUFA is added to the list 

of persons, groups and entities to whom the freezing of funds and economic resources should 

apply, associated with the ISIL (Da'esh) and Al-Qaida organisations Access the Official 

Journal Notice 1 

EU cannot interfere in Member State’s Sanctions Violation 

12/02/2020 Where a possible breach of EU sanctions currently in force vis-a-vis (in this case 

Venezuela) has been committed, “Member States are responsible in all cases for the 

implementation and verification of sanctions adopted by the EU in their own jurisdictions. […] 

The EU Commission cannot initiate any infringement procedure regarding a possible travel 

ban violation. Travel bans are in practice only contained in Council Decisions. Consequently, 

the Commission does not play a role in monitoring the implementation and cannot initiate an 

infringement procedure” the High Representative/VP Josep Borrell said. He explained further: 

“As regards the wider oversight of the implementation of sanctions, the European Commission 

has an overall monitoring role concerning the uniform application of such measures in areas 

within its competence. For example, this is the case for assets freezes and sectoral measures, 

but this is not the case for travel bans or arms embargoes”. This was a case of Vice President 

of Venezuela, Delcy Eloina Rodriguez Gomes, [who is] included on an EU travel ban list but 

could transit through Spain.  

 Background: EU Sanctions. Read Customs Manager’s blog 

EU adds Seka BALUKU from Kongo to sanctioned lists 

Following the UN designation of 6 February 2020, the EU has added to the list set out in Annex 

I to Regulation (EC) No 1183/2005 “‘36. Seka BALUKU (low-quality a.k.a.: a) Mzee Kajaju, b) 

Musa, c) Lumu, d) Lumonde)”, the overall leader of the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) from 

Uganda or providing support for acts that undermine the peace, stability and security of the 

DRC. He has committed, planned and/or directed the repeated targeting, killing and maiming, 

rape and other sexual violence, abduction of civilians, including children, as well as attacks on 

health facilities, in particular in Mamove, Beni territory, on 12 and 24 February 2019, as well 

as the continuous recruitment and use of children during attacks and for forced labour in Beni 

territory in the DRC since at least 2015. 

As mandated by EU law, designations must come in four parts: 

1. Council Implementing Regulation  

2. EU Council Implementing Decision (CFSP) 

3. Notice 1(Person concerned) 

4. Notice 2 (Data) 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/14/2020-02993/imposition-of-nonproliferation-measures-against-foreign-persons-including-a-ban-on-us-government
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.LI.2020.038.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:038I:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.LI.2020.038.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:038I:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.CI.2020.046.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:046I:TOC
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/eu-sanctions
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.LI.2020.040.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:040I:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.LI.2020.040.01.0003.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:040I:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.049.01.0007.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:049:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.049.01.0009.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:049:TOC
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From around the world 

WCO: Agenda of the 65th Session of the Harmonised System Committee meeting  
12/02/2020The March agenda has been published by the US CBP Feb 12 Bulletin. Access it 

here 

Peru-Australia: Free Trade Agreement enters into force 

12/02/2020 The Australian minerals industry has access to new export markets and 

investment opportunities with the Peru-Australia Free Trade Agreement (PAFTA) entering into 

force today. The agreement also removes barriers for Australian mining equipment, 

technology and services (METS) and reduces trade costs through more streamlined customs 

and administrative arrangements. Under PAFTA, Peru will eliminate 99.4 per cent of its tariffs, 

including on valuable Australian resources such as iron ore, copper, nickel, coal, mineral fuels 

and oil. Read the text 

Indonesia-Australia: IA-CEPA signed  

10/02/2020 A Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (IA-CEPA) was signed 

between both nations to provide opportunities for both governments and the private sector not 

only in the trade of goods and services and investments but cooperation across the entire 

spectrum. Broader than a conventional FTA, the IA-CEPA contains a set of high-quality, 

modern rules governing the treatment of services and investment, as well as rules on digital 

trade. Obligations are balanced with robust safeguards to preserve Indonesia’s and Australia’s 

right to regulate in the public interest. The IA-CEPA is framed around five pillars of 

cooperation: enhancing economic and development partnership, connecting people, securing 

the region’s shared interests, maritime cooperation and contributing to Indo-Pacific stability 

and prosperity. IA-CEPA has been ratified by the legislatures of both countries and is thus 

strongly based on a national political consensus, allowing for immediate implementation. Read 

more  

WTO: Japan initiates second WTO dispute complaint regarding Korean support for 

shipbuilders 

10/02/2020 Japan has requested WTO dispute consultations with Korea regarding alleged 
subsidies provided by the Korean government to its shipbuilding industry. Japan’s request was 
circulated to WTO members on 10 February. The request is the second filed by Japan 
concerning support measures for Korea's shipbuilders.  Japan initiated its first WTO complaint 
in November 2018 (DS571). Read more 
 

UN: Berlin Conference conclusions adopted 
12/02/2020 Security Council endorsed the conclusions of the 19 January Berlin Conference 
on Libya today, emphasizing the vital importance of progress towards a political solution to 
end the conflict in that country. Read the press release 
 
UN: Security Council Extends Measures against Illicit Export of Petroleum from Libya, 
Adopting Resolution 2509 (2020) 
12/02/2020 The Security Council extended the authorization of measures against the illicit 
export of crude oil and other petroleum products from Libya until 30 April 2021, continuing to 
allow the Member States to inspect designated vessels on the high seas. Read the press 
release 
 

India: Customs Department to Seek District-Level Data on Goods from Exporters  

11/02/2020 Exporters will need to mention additional information, including the district of origin 
of goods, to the customs department from Feb. 15 to help the government fine-tune its policies 
to boost outward shipments. Read the Circular  

https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/assets/documents/2020-Feb/Vol_54_No_5_Title.pdf
https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/assets/documents/2020-Feb/Vol_54_No_5_Title.pdf
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/in-force/pafta/Pages/peru-australia-fta.aspx
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/not-yet-in-force/iacepa/pages/indonesia-australia-comprehensive-economic-partnership-agreement.aspx
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/not-yet-in-force/iacepa/pages/indonesia-australia-comprehensive-economic-partnership-agreement.aspx
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/ds594rfc_06feb20_e.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14108.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14105.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14105.doc.htm
http://cbic.gov.in/resources/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-circulars/cs-circulars-2020/Circular-No-09-2020.pdf
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OMG! 

Welcome to our more curious, strange and, sometimes, lighter segment! Welcome to OMG! 

Describing news and moments, which were too good to miss. Got one? Send it to me. 

CBP Agents Busy Checking Valentine’s Day Flowers Coming Through MIA 

Valentine’s Day is one of the most demanding times of the year for Customs and Border 

Protection agents at Miami International Airport. Authorities say close to 90% of all the flowers 

imported into the U.S. come through Miami. Agents can be seen shaking flower bouquets 

upside down, searching for any harmful pests that could find their way into the country.” They 

are ensuring that the flower bouquets are free from plant pests and plant diseases that could 

harm the U.S. agricultural and floral industries,” said CBP Agent Robert Del Toro. CBP agents 

said some plant pests and diseases could cause millions of dollars in damage to the 

agriculture industry should they make it out in public. Read the news CBP Twitter Account  

Events 

February  

18 Civil Society Dialogue with EU Trade Commissioner Hogan in Brussels, Belgium 

20-21, 2020, Berlin, Germany 14. Exportkontrolltag; ZAR 

27-28, 2020 Muenster, Germany AWA Foreign Trade Seminar Get 10% off with a Customs 

Manager Subscription 

March  

09, 2020 EU&UK Customs Manager Community Meet Up, ILEC, Earls Court, London 

09-10, 2020 Elite Business Live, ILEC Conference Centre, Earls Court, London  

10-11, 2020, Anaheim California, CBP Public Symposium 

April 

01, 2020 CBP customs brokers license exam Read more 

09, 2020 US Customs Manager Community Meet Up, Atlanta, Georgia, USA 

May 

19-20, 2020 Charleston, SC, Complying with U.S. Export Controls, BIS Read more 

21, 2020 Charleston, SC, How to Build an Export Compliance Program, BIS Read more 

June 

8-11, 2020 12th WTO Ministerial Conference (MC12) in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan 

18-19, 2020, 32. European Customs Law, Hamburg, Germany Read more 

July 

1, 2020 The implementation of the AfCFTA is set to start, following the agreement's entry 

into force on 30 May 2019. All 44 African WTO members and nine WTO observers are 

signatories to the AfCFTA, with 29 having ratified the agreement to date (14/02/2020). 

Did we miss an event? Let us know here 

https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/contact
https://miami.cbslocal.com/2020/02/11/cbp-agents-flowers-valentines-day/
https://twitter.com/CBSMiami/status/1227383816450342912?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Eprofile%3ACBP&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2F
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/civilsoc/meetdetails.cfm?meet=11562
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/14th-export-control-conference-in-berlin-germany-20-21-february-2020
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/14th-export-control-conference-in-berlin-germany-20-21-february-2020
https://www.awa-seminare.com/aussenwirtschaftskonferenz-2020/
http://www.customsmanager.info/
http://www.customsmanager.info/
https://www.customsmanager.info/2020-meet-ups
http://elitebusinessevent.co.uk/
https://www.cbp.gov/trade/stakeholder-engagement/trade-symposium
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/post/u-s-customs-and-border-protection-cbp-customs-brokers-license-exams
https://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/all-articles/25-compliance-a-training/export-administration-regulations-training/1611-may-19-20-2020-charleston-sc
https://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/all-articles/25-compliance-a-training/export-administration-regulations-training/1612-may-20-2020-charleston-sc
https://www.efa-muenster.de/
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020
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Sources 

• Official Journal of the European Union (OJ), L (Legislation) C (Information and 

Notices) 

• US Federal Register 

• U.S. Customs and Border Protection – Office of Trade  

• Directorate-General for Customs & Taxation for the European Commission 

• Directorate-General for Trade of the European Commission 

• Department of Commerce, Bureau of Industry and Security 

• Department of State, Directorate of Defense Controls  

• The White House 

• Office of the US Trade Representative 

• Department of State 

• Census Gov 

• World Customs Organisation 

• World Trade Organisation  

• Various Press Releases & Notifications (notified within the article) 

Feedback & Subscription 

We would like to know what you think, especially as to what REGIONS or SUBJECT 

MATTER you are interested in. Click here to leave feedback and to subscribe to get your 

weekly dose of C&GT “Wrap-Up.” 

  

https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 

Copyright © 2020 Arne Mielken (Customs Manager). All rights reserved. 
About this “Wrap Up.” This newsletter has been compiled and written by Arne Mielken. To contact Arne, please 

complete the contact form on the website, which you can access here. The newsletter is generic and covers a 

broad range of topics and regions. If you prefer to receive a personalized newsletter using the preferences you 

set and which you receive every workday, please get in touch. Wishing to provide a concise service and due to 

space limitations, we do not post full-detailed entries; however, we would summarize the main issues and provide 

hyperlinks to legislation, or, in some cases, our blog entries. 

This email contains no proprietary, classified, or otherwise controlled information. All items are obtained from 

public sources or are published with the permission of contributors.  

This newsletter is provided free of charge. We try our best not to miss updates; however, occasionally, omissions 

or unintentional inaccuracies may occur. So please note that the contents of this document cannot be relied upon 

as legal or expert advice.  Consult your legal counsel or compliance specialists before taking actions based upon 

news items.    

Subscribe: Complete the registration form on the website. 

Unsubscribe:  Submit a request using the contact form on the website for easy, quick removal from this 

subscription. 

Consult the privacy policy.  

Free subscription to Legislative Monitoring & News for the EU & US  

Sign-up to weekly professional legislative monitoring & news for the European Union (EU) and the US, covering 

all relevant changes to laws and regulations. Replace all newsletters and alerts with one place to cover all our 

monitoring needs. Save time; enhance compliance. Subscription is free and easy at www.customsmanager.info   

About Customs Manager 

Our mission is to create the world's largest community of empowered Customs managers and Global Trade 

Professionals. We achieve this through professional legislative monitoring, ongoing training & education and 

providing first-class support. In this way, we strengthen the overall customs & global trade (C&GT) profession by 

creating up-to-date, well-trained and supported customs managers ready to grow global trade effectively, 

efficiently and compliantly.  

Always up to date. Always learning. Always supported. 

Find out more at www.customsmanager.org  

 

https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/contact
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/contact
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/contact
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/about
http://www.customsmanager.info/
http://www.customsmanager.org/

