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Customs & Global Trade "Wrap-Up"  

U.S. & E.U. Professional Legislative Monitoring (PLM) for  
Customs, Trade Agreements and Export Controls 

Week 12/2020 (March 16 – March 22, 2020) 
 

Welcome to Customs Manager's Professional Legislative Monitoring (PLM) for the E.U.  

Europe is now officially the epicentre of the coronavirus pandemic. According to data shared 

by health authorities, Italy on Thursday surpassed China's official death toll. The disruption of 

global supply routes after China was forced into lockdown to control its coronavirus outbreak 

in January, and the ripple effect since other countries have followed suit has highlighted how 

reliant Europe has become on external sources and revived a debate about the need to 

repatriate some production capabilities. It is estimated that the economic impact of the COVID-

19 pandemic could be up to $3 trillion before we see normality restored.   

For Week 12, we focus much on COVID-19 and its impact on the US and the EU, especially 

the impact on internal EU border closures for food and medical supplies. Besides, we capture 

all other relevant legislative news that occurred, including the publication of the EU-UK draft 

legal Free Trade Agreement Text or the publication of the first-ever UK trade bill.   

We are hosting a free webinar on "Customs and trade in times of COVID-19" on Friday, 

March 27, 2020 and Friday, 3 April 2020. It’s free and we invite you to take part. 

Register here 

 

Also, registration of interest is open for Customs Managers exclusive Customs & Global Trade 

online conference covering E.U. & U.S. customs, trade agreements, and export control topics 

of importance to customs managers and global trade professionals. It will take place on May 

4, 2020. Register here https://www.customsmanager.info/c-gt-conference-2020 

Stay safe. 

 

Arne  

 

https://www.customsmanager.info/covid-19-webinar
https://www.customsmanager.info/c-gt-conference-2020
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UK Professional Legislative Monitoring (PLM) & News – Week 12 

The UK Trade Bill introduced on 19 March 2020. The legislation is an important element of the 

UK’s independent trade policy now that the UK has left the EU. In this week UK PLM, we explain 

what the key provisions are and how trading under these rules will work. We also look at the 

prospects of requesting an extension for Brexit now that both Chief negotiators are self-isolating 

after contracting COVID-19. 

We monitor legislative changes, decisions, consultations and changes to guidance of government 

bodies and authorities in the UK that deal with customs & global trade, so you do not have to. 

Subscribers lean back and chill, you haven’t missed anything because we monitored the following 

bodies, webpages etc. for you. “UK Professional Legislative Monitoring & News” sorted. 

Get PLUS services free for 7 days today   Check out a sample report 

https://www.customsmanager.org/uk-legislative-monitoring-and-news
https://www.customsmanager.org/latest-edition-uk-legislative-monit
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To quickly understand what's what:  

 This is the law! It is taken from the U.S. Federal Register or the Official Journal of 
the European Union or government agency.  
 

 
IT customs & trade information system change, for example CSMS 
 

 Official press releases, guidance, reports, news or additional information to help 
Customs Managers & Global Trade Professionals  
 

 Background Info: Access Customs Manager's Blog for essential background 
information 

  

 Noteworthy speeches and comments relevant to our business   
 
 

 
Special Feature, information of relevance.  
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Coronavirus impact on Global Trade 

Europe and the US are firmly under the grip of the Coronavirus. This has quickly emerged as 

a major risk to global economic activity. In this section, we explain what customs managers 

and global trade professionals need to know and provide further information.  

World Health Organisation Emergency Response Fund 

We are all affected by the growing COVID-19 pandemic. It's an unprecedented health 

challenge and we know people and organizations everywhere want to help. The World Health 

Organisation is leading and coordinating the global effort, supporting countries to prevent, 

detect, and respond to the pandemic. The greatest need right now is to help ensure all 

countries are prepared, especially those with the weakest health systems. Donations support 

WHO's work to track and understand the spread of the virus; to ensure patients get the care 

they need and frontline workers get essential supplies and information; and to accelerate 

efforts to develop vaccines, tests, and treatments. Visit https://www.covid19responsefund.org/  

to support this global effort. 

 

 Implications for businesses – Mc Kinsey 

 

 COVID-19: Responding, Managing, and Leading During A Pandemic - Forrester 

 

 Eight pillars of WHO's Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan. Read here 

 

Ten basic recommendations from the World Health Organisation: Customs Manager 

Blog Entry - COVID-19: Together, we are powerful. Containment starts with you! 

 

 Updated WHO recommendations for international traffic in relation to COVID-19 

outbreak – Read here 

 

 Latest from the WHO: Media briefing of March 20, 2020 

 

• Every day, COVID-19 seems to reach a new and tragic milestone. 

• More than 210,000 cases have now been reported to WHO, and more than 

9,000 people have lost their lives. 

• Every loss of life is a tragedy. It's also motivation to double down and do 

everything we can to stop transmission and save lives. 

• We also need to celebrate our successes. Yesterday, Wuhan reported no 

new cases for the first time since the outbreak started. 

 

The E.U. Coronavirus Response Team https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-

eu/health/coronavirus-response_en 

Situation update for the EU/EEA, the U.K., San Marino, and Switzerland 

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/cases-2019-ncov-eueea 

U.S. Center for Disease Control and Prevention 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html 

UK support for business  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/support-for-those-affected-by-covid-19  

https://www.covid19responsefund.org/
https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/risk/our-insights/covid-19-implications-for-business
https://go.forrester.com/covid19/
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA71/A71_8-en.pdf
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/covid-19-together-we-are-powerful-containment-starts-with-you
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/updated-who-recommendations-for-international-traffic-in-relation-to-covid-19-outbreak/
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---20-march-2020
https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response_en
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/cases-2019-ncov-eueea
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/support-for-those-affected-by-covid-19


 

5       

Export-Import Trade Loss In 2020 Could Approach $1 Trillion If History Provides 

Guidance 

03/21/2020 US trade will decline almost $1 trillion in 2019 if it falls at the same rate it did in 

2009 when the global economy was reeling from the crisis that originated with the U.S. 

mortgage market. Read the Forces.com article  

Germany to enter recession amid coronavirus crisis, according to the German 

Institute for Economic Research (DIW) 

03/19/2020 A DIW report predicted that the EU's largest economy will shrink by at least 0.1 

percent this year. "As a consequence of the corona pandemic, it seems almost inevitable 

that the German economy will plunge into a recession — it is unclear what course this will 

take and how severe it will be," the report added. Read the report (in German) 

COVID-19 pandemic border closure disrupts the free movement of goods and 

people – risking food and medical supply shortages 

More than 12 of the 26 EU Schengen countries have introduced checks on their internal 

borders — an effort to put up barriers against the spread of the Coronavirus. Europe is facing 

a return to heavy restrictions on the way people and goods move within the internal market — 

and is creating problems for keeping hospitals and supermarket shelves stocked. The 

following borders are particularly affected:  

• Spain-Portugal: All but nine cross-border roads remain open. Cross-border 

commuters and freight truckers can pass but need to stop at the checkpoint and say 

where they are headed and what cargo they are carrying. This has caused long 

delays.  

• France-Spain-Andorra: Crossings on the Franco-Spanish border were subjected to 

new controls. Land-locked Andorra was no entry checks 

• Poland-Germany Traffic chaos occurred when Poland closed the borders with 

Germany with traffic jams of more than 30-kilometer-long traffic at checkpoints. 

Polish citizens and permanent residents are allowed to enter the country on the 

condition that they are quarantined for two weeks.  

• Denmark-Germany: Denmark closed its borders to travelers, but did not enforce 

border control on goods.  

• Germany-France: Germany closed its borders with Austria, Switzerland, France, 

Luxembourg and Denmark on 16/03/2020.  Only those will find a valid reason to enter 

can pass. This includes freight transport. Nevertheless, border controls caused traffic 

jams, especially at the COVID-19, hit the Alsace region. Cross-border commuters 

experience delays between France and Switzerland. 

• Italy-Austria-Germany: Austria closed its borders for travelers for Germany, Italy, 

Liechtenstein, and Switzerland. Travelers who can show a valid health certificate or 

promise to go into a two-week quarantine can also enter. People can pass through the 

country without stops. Freight transport is also allowed but with checks leading to 

backlogs.  

• Hungary-Slovakia: Hungary closed its borders to passenger traffic. Freight is allowed, 

but trucks are restricted to designated corridors and service stations. This has resulted 

in an almost 100-kilometer holdup on the border with Slovakia. 

Listen to the EU Commission on traffic jams  

In French  

In German  

 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/kenroberts/2020/03/21/export-import-trade-loss-in-2020-could-approach-1-trillion-if-history-provides-guidance/#59f76dce7099
https://www.diw.de/de/diw_01.c.743578.de/publikationen/wochenberichte/2020_12_3/deutsche_wirtschaft__corona-virus_stuerzt_deutsche_wirtschaf___on__grundlinien_der_wirtschaftsentwicklung_im_fruehjahr_2020.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5sMK_DYOmfo
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-186943
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-186944
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US-Chinese relationship during COVID-19 

03/20/2020 Politico said this week that "The coronavirus may do more to unravel U.S.-Chinese 
ties than trade wars, technology threats and presidential tweets ever did." "I cannot think of a 
more dangerous time in the U.S.-China relationship in the last 40 years, and the carnage from 
the coronavirus has barely begun in the U.S.," China analyst Bill Bishop wrote this week in his 
widely read Sinocism newsletter.  Since the virus began to spread globally, officials on both 
sides have used social media and other platforms to attack each other. Trump, for instance, 
has taken to calling the Coronavirus the "Chinese virus," a term critics say, is racist and 
xenophobic. "I have to call it where it came from; it did come from China," Trump said Tuesday 
when asked about his use of the "Chinese virus" label. "So I think it's a very accurate term." 
He continued: "I didn't appreciate the fact that China was saying that our military gave it to 
them." Trump, on Wednesday, pushed back on mounting criticism for his use of the term, 
insisting, "It's not racist at all.". "It might be the US army who brought the epidemic to Wuhan. 
Be transparent! Make public your data! The US owes us an explanation!" Zhao tweeted on 
March 12. 
 

Customs  
USA 
 

Temporary Travel Restrictions for Canada and Mexico 
03/20/2020 Canada, US, and Mexica and temporarily close their borders for non-essential 
traffic due to rising COVID-19 concerns. In the Notice "Notification of Temporary Travel 
Restrictions Applicable to Land Ports of Entry and Ferries Service Between the United States 
and Canada," restrictions have gone into effect at midnight on Friday. C and the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) released a joint statement on the U.S. - Mexico initiative to 
combat COVID-19. These restrictions should not affect the movement of cargo and trade.  
CBP Notice 
• Joint Statement on US-Mexico Joint Initiative to Combat the COVID-19 Pandemic 
• Joint Statement on US-Canada Joint Initiative: Temporary Restriction of Travelers 

Crossing the US-Canada Land Border for Non-Essential Purposes 
 
 

 CSMS #42065469 - Update on FDA’s Import Operations During The Coronavirus 
Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Outbreak 
03/18/2020 FDA's Import Operations currently remain functional and operational.  Activities 

including FDA Prior Notice review, FDA entry processing, FDA sampling/examination of high-

risk shipments, FSVP inspections, filer assessments, and compliance activities are all 

ongoing. While most import operations are not currently experiencing delays, the import 

community should expect delays in the receipt of hard copy notices. FDA will have a lessened 

capacity to generate and mail hard-copy Notices of FDA Action (release notices, sampling 

notices, etc.). FDA strongly encourages all members of the import community who deal with 

FDA-regulated articles to utilize the FDA Import Trade Auxiliary Communication System 

(ITACS) for current entry status and to receive FDA notices electronically. Please contact us 

for the full notice. 

 

 CSMS #42097586 CBP Announces Additional Days for Payments  

03/20/2020 Customs and Border Protection (CBP) just announced that they "will approve on 

a case by case basis additional days for payment of estimated duties, taxes and fees"  due to 

the severity of the COVID-19 outbreak. There is no other information at this time, but CBP 

should be releasing more information next week. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-06217.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/03/20/joint-statement-us-mexico-joint-initiative-combat-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/03/20/joint-statement-us-canada-joint-initiative-temporary-restriction-travelers-crossing
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/03/20/joint-statement-us-canada-joint-initiative-temporary-restriction-travelers-crossing
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 CSMS #42092162 CBP Releases Update on Binding Ruling Requests 

03/20/2020 Customs and Border Protection (CBP) said that the processing of binding ruling 

will use eRulings whenever possible.   Paper binding ruling requests and requests that include 

or necessitate a sample may be delayed in processing and/or issuance. During this time, it is 

recommended that all ruling requests be made through the use of eRulings 

(https://erulings.cbp.gov/s/), and include detailed photographs or short videos of the product 

to be submitted in lieu of samples. However, we recognize that certain commodities require a 

sample in order for a determination to be made. In such cases, delays may occur. The National 

Import Specialist assigned to work on your ruling will reach out to you to discuss your options 

and whether a determination can be made without a sample. 

 Request for comments on Section 301 on US & China extension 

03/20/2020 In July 2020, the US imposed additional duties on goods of China with an annual 

trade value of approximately $34 billion as part of the action in the Section 301 investigation 

of China's acts, multiple sets of exclusions were granted. The fifth set of exclusions is to expire 

on June 4, 2020. The US considers a possible extension for up to 12 months and invites public 

comment on whether to extend particular exclusions. On April 1, 2020, the public docket on 

the web portal at https://comments.USTR.gov will open for parties to submit comments on the 

possible extension of particular exclusions. April 30, 2020. Access the Federal Register 

 CSMS #42048963 - GUIDANCE: Section 301 Tranche 3 - $200B Tenth Round of 

Product Exclusions from China (9903.88.41) 

03/17/2020 The USTR made the Decision to grant certain exclusion requests from the Section 

301 duty related to goods from China ($200B Action - Tranche 3) 83 FR 47974. The exclusions 

are reflected in five 10-digit HTSUS subheadings, which covered 75 separate exclusion 

requests. Instructions for importers, brokers, and filers on submitting entries to CBP are set 

out below. 

• In addition to reporting the regular Chapters 39, 40 and 56 classifications of the HTSUS 

for the imported merchandise, importers shall report the HTSUS classification 

9903.88.41 (Articles the product of China, as provided for in U.S. note 20(tt) to this 

subchapter, each covered by an exclusion granted by the U.S. Trade Representative) 

for imported merchandise subject to the exclusion). 

• Importers shall not submit the corresponding Chapter 99 HTS number for the Section 

301 duties when HTS 9903.88.41 is submitted. 

https://comments.ustr.gov/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/20/2020-05890/request-for-comments-concerning-the-extension-of-particular-exclusions-granted-under-the-june-2019
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Please contact us for the entire notice. 

 

US extends Import restrictions on certain archaeological material from Salvador 
03/18/2020 CBP extended the import restrictions on certain archaeological material from 
Salvador. This regulation entered into force on 03/16/2020. Access the Federal Register 
 

U.S.-Canada Joint Initiative: Temporary Restriction of Travelers Crossing the U.S.-

Canada Border for Non-Essential Purposes 

03/20/2020 The U.S.-Canada land border serves as an economic engine that supports over 
$2.4 billion dollars in daily trade. As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the United States and 
Canada are temporarily restricting all non-essential travel across its borders. "Non-essential" 
travel includes travel that is considered tourism or recreational in nature. The United States 
and Canada recognize it is critical we preserve supply chains between both countries. These 
supply chains ensure that food, fuel, and life-saving medicines reach people on both sides of 
the border. Supply chains, including trucking, will not be impacted by this new measure. 
Americans and Canadians also cross the land border every day to do essential work or for 
other urgent or essential reasons, and that travel will not be impacted. The measure will be in 
place for 30 days, starting 03/21/2020, at which point it will be reviewed by both parties. 
 

Overview of this weeks' U.S. Antidumping or Countervailing Duty Measures  

 Background: What is ADD? What is CVD? Read the Customs Manager's Blog. 

 Go further: This week's measures and the entire 2020 list of all cases  

 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/18/2020-05694/extension-of-import-restrictions-on-archaeological-material-and-imposition-of-import-restrictions-on
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/18/2020-05694/extension-of-import-restrictions-on-archaeological-material-and-imposition-of-import-restrictions-on
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/post/anti-dumping-duty-add-countervailing-duty-cvd
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/post/2020-us-add-measures
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European Union  

 European Commission Issues Border Management Guidelines 

16/03/2020 The EU presented guidelines to the Member States on health-related border 

management measures in the context of the COVID-19 emergency. The aim is to protect 

citizens' health, ensure the right treatment of people who do have to travel, and make sure 

control measures do not disrupt the supply chain, and essential goods and services remain 

available. These guidelines call for coordination at EU level and include: 

• The transport and mobility sector is essential to ensure economic continuity.  

• Control measures should not undermine the continuity of economic activity and should 

preserve the operation of supply chains. 

• Professional travel to ensure the transport of goods and services should be enabled 

• Member States should preserve the free circulation of all goods. 

• Respect for the specific rules that apply to emergency measures in the aviation sector 

• No additional certifications imposed on goods legally circulating within the EU single 

market 

• Specific transport nodes (e.g., ports, airports, logistics hubs) should be reinforced as 

needed. 

Access the guidelines  

 

 Germany published the effect of corona on import-export industry 

17/03/2020 The German customs authorities published information regarding the coronavirus 

outbreak & Frequently Asked Questions Read announcement (in German) 

 

EU amends binding customs rules  

18/03/2020 The EU amended a table set out in the Annex to Regulation (EC) No 594/2009 to 

classify 'Fluoroelastomers FKM' under the specific CN code 3904 69 20 but not in the residual 

subheading 'other.' Access the Official Journal  

 

EU ensures the continuation of trade defense measures despite the limitations 

imposed by COVID-19  

18/03/2020 The safety measures applied due to the threat of COVID-19 transmission may 
impact trade defense investigations in two main ways: on spot verifications, and deadlines 
within which interested parties have to respond to Commission's information requests. 
Read more 
  

https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20200316_covid-19-guidelines-for-border-management.pdf
https://www.zoll.de/SharedDocs/Fachmeldungen/Aktuelle-Einzelmeldungen/2020/uebergreifend_coronavirus.html
https://www.zoll.de/SharedDocs/Fachmeldungen/Aktuelle-Einzelmeldungen/2020/uebergreifend_coronavirus.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.080.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:080:TOC
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/3/2020/EN/C-2020-1527-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-1.PDF
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Trade Agreements & Global Trade 

USA 

 US in trade agreement talks with Kenya  

03/17/2020 The US said that it would negotiate a trade agreement with Kenya. Ambassador 

said that "Kenya is an important regional leader, a strategic partner of the United States, and 

a commercial hub that can provide substantial opportunities for U.S. trade and investment." 

The U.S. Trade Representative will publish objectives of the negotiations with Kenya at least 

30 days before formal trade negotiations begin. Read notification  

European Union 

 Solomon Islands joins EPA with EU and Pacific countries  

20/03/2020 The EU has approved the Decision on the accession of the Solomon Islands. The 

EU and Solomon Islands shall provisionally apply the Interim Partnership Agreement 10 days 

after they have notified the parties. This Decision shall enter into force on the date of its 

adoption. Access the Official Journal  

 

Brexit talks canceled due to COVID crisis 

17/03/2020 UK and EU officials on Tuesday canceled the second round of post-Brexit trade 

talks planned for this week because of the ongoing coronavirus crisis. "In light of the latest 

guidance on coronavirus, we will not formally be convening negotiating work strands 

tomorrow," the UK government said in a statement, adding that officials were exploring the 

possibilities of conducting upcoming talks via video conferencing or conference calls.  

 

Brexit draft legal agreement for the future EU-UK partnership published  

18/03/2020 The EU has published a draft legal agreement for the future EU-UK partnership. 

Michel Barnier, the European Commission's Chief Negotiator, said: "This text demonstrates 

that an ambitious and comprehensive agreement on our future relationship is possible, on the 

basis of the EU's mandate and the political ambition agreed with the UK five months ago." 

Download it here  

Online Public Consultation on a new Regulation establishing the European Union's 

Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP) 

18/03/2020 The EU's Generalised Scheme of Preference (GSP) removes import duties from 

products coming into the EU market from vulnerable developing countries. This helps 

developing countries to alleviate poverty and create jobs based on international values and 

principles, including labor and human rights. Exports to the EU from developing countries 

using special tariffs under the EU GSP reached a new high of 69 billion Euro in 2018. The 

purpose of the present consultation is to gather input to the Commission's work to prepare a 

future proposal to the Council and Parliament for a regulation to replace the current GSP 

Regulation upon its expiry on December 31, 2023. Kindly note that the deadline for providing 

input is June 3, 2020, Find out more   
 

https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2020/march/trump-administration-notifies-congress-intent-negotiate-trade-agreement-kenya
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.085.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:085:TOC
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/200318-draft-agreement-gen.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/2136-Towards-the-future-Generalised-Scheme-of-Preferences-legal-framework-granting-trade-advantages-to-developing-countries/public-consultation
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Export Control 

USA 

OFAC's Actions this week 

03/20/2020  Issuance of Amended Ukraine-related General Licenses 

03/19/2020  Iran-related Designations 

03/18/2020  Counter-Terrorism Designation; Iran-related Designations 

03/17/2020 

 
Syria-related Designation; Syria Designations Removals; Global 

Magnitsky Designation Removal; Foreign Sanctions Evaders 

Determination Removal 

 

The US Imposes Sanctions on Individual Responsible for the Violence in Northern 

Syria 

03/17/2020 The US designated a senior Assad regime official, Minister of Defense Lieutenant 

General Ali Abdullah Ayoub, for who is responsible for the violence and the disastrous 

humanitarian crisis in northern Syria.  Read the press release 

 US to designate the new ISIS leader as a 'specially designated global terrorist." 

03/18/2020 The US State Department announced that it intends to designate new Islamic 

State leader Amir Muhammad Sa'id Abdal-Rahman al-Mawla as a Specially Designated 

Global Terrorist. Read the announcement 

  The US imposes Iran sanctions for petrochemical trading 

03/18/2020 The US sanctioned nine entities and three for trading in and transporting Iranian 

petrochemical products. The actions of these individuals and entities provide revenue to the 

regime that it may use to fund terror and other destabilizing activities, such as the recent rocket 

attacks on Iraqi and Coalition forces located at Camp Taji in Iraq. These entities have been 

listed for knowingly engaging in a significant transaction for the 

purchase/acquisition/sale/transport/marketing of petrochemical products from Iran. Access 

the Notice  

 

 Constraining Iranian Nuclear Scientists 

03/18/2020 the US Department of State-sanctioned nine entities and three for trading in and 

transporting Iranian petrochemical products On March 16, in response to the Iranian regime's 

unacceptable nuclear escalations, the Department of Commerce is imposing restrictions on 

five Iranian nuclear scientists by adding them to the Department of Commerce's Entity List. 

These five individuals were involved in Iran's pre-2004 nuclear weapons program (the "Amad 

Plan") and continue to be employed by the regime to this day.  After work on the Amad Plan 

was stopped, Iran continued to preserve its Amad-era records and its cadre of nuclear 

weapons scientists, including these individuals. The individuals added to the Commerce Entity 

List (along with their dates and places of birth) are: Aref Bali Lashak (September 19, 1963, 

Nowshar, Iran) served as a senior expert within the AMAD plan, Sayyed Mohammad, Mehdi 

Hadavi (September 22, 1963, Tehran, Iran) was a project supervisor during the AMAD plan, 

Kamran Daneshjou (July 5, 1957, Damavand, Iran) served as the head of AMAD plan project 

111 (which according to the IAEA was an effort to modify a Shahab-3 re-entry vehicle to house 

a probable nuclear device). Access the news article 

https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20200320.aspx
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20200319.aspx
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20200318.aspx
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20200317.aspx
https://www.state.gov/the-state-department-imposes-sanctions-on-individual-responsible-for-the-violence-in-northern-syria/
https://www.state.gov/terrorist-designation-of-isis-leader-amir-muhammad-said-abdal-rahman-al-mawla/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm949
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm949
https://www.state.gov/constraining-iranian-nuclear-scientists/
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 Tennessee Man Pleads Guilty to Smuggling Goods from the United States to Iran 

03/19/2020 Aiden Davidson, a/k/a Hamed Aliabadi, 32, of Tennessee, pleaded guilty on 

Monday in federal court to smuggling goods from the United States to Iran. Between 

December 2016 and February 2017, Davidson and Golden Gate smuggled goods from 

Savannah, Georgia, to Babazadeh in Iran.  The goods included motors, pumps, valves, and 

other items that were valued at more than $100,000.  Documents related to the shipments 

falsely identified the Ultimate Consignee of the shipments as Stare in Turkey.  In causing the 

unlicensed exportation of these goods, Davidson and Golden Gate willfully evaded national 

security controls related to transactions with Iran. "We will fully and aggressively enforce our 

nation's restrictions on exports to Iran," said Special Agent in Charge William Higgins of the 

U.S. Department of Commerce, Office of Export Enforcement, Boston Field Office. "The 

controls on exports to Iran help apply maximum pressure on Iran to end its promotion of 

instability and terrorism worldwide.  The Office of Export Enforcement will continue to work 

with our Law Enforcement partners to stem illicit trade that threatens U.S. national security 

and undermines U.S. foreign policy." Read the article  

 OFAC extended Ukraine licenses  

03/20 OFAC extended the expiration date of two general licenses related to GAZ Group by 

issuing Ukraine-related General License No. 13N - "Authorizing Certain Transactions 

Necessary to Divest or Transfer Debt, Equity, or Other Holdings in GAZ Group," and Ukraine-

related General License No. 15H - "Authorizing Certain Activities Necessary to Maintenance 

or Wind Down of Operations or Existing Contracts with GAZ Group, and Certain Automotive 

Safety and Environmental Activities."  

Voluntary Self-Disclosure of Antiboycott Violations & Voluntary Self-Disclosure of 

Violations of the Export Administration Regulations 

03/19/2020 

• FR Document: 2020-05719 Citation: 85 FR 15763 

• FR Document: 2020-05716 Citation: 85 FR 15762 

 

European Union 

 Germany published the effect of corona on import-export industry 

17/03/2020 The German customs authorities published information regarding the 

coronavirus outbreak in China & Frequently Asked Questions Read announcement (in 

German) 

  

Commission moves to ensure the supply of personal protective equipment in the 

European Union 

15/03/2020 In its continuing efforts to protect citizens and to coordinate the response to 

COVID-19, the Commission has taken immediate steps to protect the availability of supplies 

of personal protective equipment (PPE), by requiring that exports of such equipment outside 

of the European Union are subject to an export authorization by the Member States. Personal 

Protective Equipment covers equipment such as masks, protective spectacles and visors, face 

shields, mouth-nose protection, and protective garments. This implementing act provides for 

authorizations for exports to third countries. It will be valid for a six-week period, during which 

the Member States will be consulted on the potential adaptations and scope of the current 

measure and future steps. Access the legislation Read Customs Managers’ blog entry 

https://www.justice.gov/usao-nh/pr/tennessee-man-pleads-guilty-smuggling-goods-united-states-iran
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/bxw4CJ6K98UqWMxVBUrlUs1?domain=lnks.gd
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/uooUCKr7V8f2ypL6Df6pXUf?domain=lnks.gd
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/uooUCKr7V8f2ypL6Df6pXUf?domain=lnks.gd
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/19/2020-05719/submission-for-omb-review-comment-request-voluntary-self-disclosure-of-antiboycott-violations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/19/2020-05716/submission-for-omb-review-comment-request-voluntary-self-disclosure-of-violations-of-the-export
https://www.zoll.de/SharedDocs/Fachmeldungen/Aktuelle-Einzelmeldungen/2020/uebergreifend_coronavirus.html
https://www.zoll.de/SharedDocs/Fachmeldungen/Aktuelle-Einzelmeldungen/2020/uebergreifend_coronavirus.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.LI.2020.077.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:077I:TOC
https://www.customsmanager.info/post/eu-export-restrictions-for-personal-protective-equipment
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The EU publishes guidance on export authorizations for PPE 

20/03/2020 The EU has published guidance regarding the export authorization requirement of 

personal protective equipment (PPE) outside of the EU. PPE sent to EFTA countries (Norway, 

Iceland, Liechtenstein & Switzerland) will be exempt from export authorization requirements. 

the guidance reviews various aspects of the new export authorization measure to ensure 

smooth operation." Access the guidance 

 Germany lifted the ban on the export of PPE 

19/03/2020 Germany fully lifted its export ban on personal protective medical equipment, while 

announcing the country "reserves the right to evaluate the situation regularly." On 15/02/2020, 

the EU imposed a ban on exporting some equipment such as face masks and protective 

gowns out of the EU in a bid to keep sufficient supplies within the bloc. Germany's ban, which 

restricted the sale of such equipment even to fellow EU countries.  

EU amends restrictive measures against the Central African Republic 

17/03/2020 The EU amended Council regulation 2013/798/CFSP, which extends the 

exemptions to the arms embargo. Access the Official Journal Notices see here 

The EU has renewed sanctions on Egypt for 1 year until March 22, 2021 

19/03/2020 The Council has amended President's Mubarak's entry to say that he has died, 

but his "activities are subject to judicial proceedings or an asset recovery process by the 

Egyptian authorities following a final court ruling in respect of the misappropriation of State 

Funds on the basis of the United Nations Convention against corruption." Council 

Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/416 and Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/418. 

From around the world 

WCO Updates on COVID-19 

03/20/2020 The World Customs Organization (WCO) has published a dedicated webpage to 

update Members and the general public about WCO's tools, instruments, recommendations, 

as well as an HS Classification reference document for COVID-19 medical supplies. This 

webpage will be updated regularly with further guidance and support. Member states can 

make use of this website to address the various COVID-19-related challenges. HS 

classification reference for Covid-19 medical supplies  

Video Message from the WCO Secretary-General 

WTO DG welcomes G7 leaders' statement on COVID-19 

MARCH 17 2020 WTO Director-General Roberto Azevêdo welcomed the coordinated 

statement by G7 leaders calling for closer cooperation in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic and 

minimizing its economic fallout. "Alongside these measures, maintaining open trade and 

investment flows will be critical to protecting jobs, prevent supply chain breakdown, and ensure 

that vital products do not become unaffordable for consumers," he said. "And once recovery 

begins to take hold, the trade will play a central role in returning economies to full speed. By 

allowing countries to tap into each other's growth as it picks up, our economies will recover 

more quickly than if we try to act alone." DG Azevêdo commended the G7 statement for its 

emphasis on cooperation to fight the virus, from data-sharing and access to medical 

equipment to efforts to develop potential treatments and a vaccine. He was encouraged by 

the G7 pledged to "address disturbances to international supply chains and continue our work 

to facilitate international trade." DG Azevêdo said that the WTO would do its part to support 

this work. Access the notice  

https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2123
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.LI.2020.080.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:080I:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C:2020:083I:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.086.01.0003.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:086:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.086.01.0003.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:086:TOC
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/activities-and-programmes/natural-disaster/coronavirus.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/-/media/wco/public/global/pdf/topics/facilitation/activities-and-programmes/natural-disaster/covid_19/hs-classification-reference_en.pdf?la=en
http://www.wcoomd.org/-/media/wco/public/global/pdf/topics/facilitation/activities-and-programmes/natural-disaster/covid_19/hs-classification-reference_en.pdf?la=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=44&v=92FRRrQoA2Y&feature=emb_logo
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/dgra_17mar20_e.htm
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 Turkey initiates WTO dispute complaint against EU steel safeguard 

20/03/2020 Turkey has requested WTO dispute consultations with the European Union 

regarding the EU's safeguard measures on imported steel products. The request was 

circulated to WTO members on March 19. Access the news  

 UK informs operators about continues operations during COVID-19 

20/03/2020 The UK's Export Control Unit has issued a Notice saying export control licenses 

will continue to be processed as before - the compliance/inspection program will continue, 

but site audits will be now conducted remotely. 

New Zealand announces significant COVID-19 Business Continuity Package 

On March 17, 2020, in response to the economic impact of COVID-19, the New Zealand 

Government released its NZ$12.1 billion (US$6.8 billion) Business Continuity Package (the 

Package). The Package is significant, representing 4% of New Zealand's GDP. The measures 

announced will provide financial relief to both businesses through tax measures, and at-risk 

employees through a financial safety net. The Government has also announced significantly 

increased funding for the health sector to strengthen health services to fight and contain 

COVID-19. 

 

What we monitor every week  

European Union 

1. Official Journal of the European Union (O.J.), L (Legislation)  C (Information and 

Notices) 

2. Directorate-General for Customs & Taxation for the European Commission 

3. Directorate-General for Trade of the European Commission 

4. E.U. Commissioner Phil Hogan's website 

5. E.U. Trade on Twitter 

6. E.U. Commission's Trade Contact Group (TCG) 

United States  

7. U.S. Federal Register 

8. U.S. Customs and Border Protection – Office of Trade  

9. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Industry and Security 

10. Department of State, Directorate of Defense Controls  

11. The White House 

12. Office of the U.S. Trade Representative 

13. Department of State 

14. Census Gov 

15. U.S. Commerce Dept. CommerceGov – Twitter account 

Other  

• World Customs Organisation 

• World Trade Organisation  

• Various Press Releases & Notifications (notified within the article) 

 

 

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/ds595rfc_19mar20_e.htm
https://europeansanctions.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2fb90754a22d68a94ac3708f9&id=340ef982d8&e=3a19548bb9
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 

Copyright © 2020 Arne Mielken (Customs Manager). All rights reserved. 
About this "Wrap Up." This newsletter has been compiled and written by Arne Mielken. To contact Arne, please 

complete the contact form on the website, which you can access here. The newsletter is generic and covers a 

broad range of topics and regions. If you prefer to receive a personalized newsletter using the preferences you 

set and which you receive every workday, please get in touch. Wishing to provide a concise service and due to 

space limitations, we do not post full-detailed entries; however, we would summarize the main issues and provide 

hyperlinks to legislation, or, in some cases, our blog entries. 

This email contains no proprietary, classified, or otherwise controlled information. All items are obtained from 

public sources or are published with the permission of contributors.  

This newsletter is provided free of charge. We try our best not to miss updates; however, occasionally, omissions 

or unintentional inaccuracies may occur. So please note that the contents of this document cannot be relied upon 

as legal or expert advice.  Consult your legal counsel or compliance specialists before taking actions based upon 

news items.    

Subscribe: Complete the registration form on the website. 

Unsubscribe:  Submit a request using the contact form on the website for easy, quick removal from this 

subscription. 

Consult the privacy policy.  

Free subscription to Legislative Monitoring & News for the E.U. & US  

Sign-up to weekly professional legislative monitoring & news for the European Union (E.U.) and the U.S., 

covering all relevant changes to laws and regulations. Replace all newsletters and alerts with one place to cover 

all our monitoring needs. Save time; enhance compliance. Subscription is free and easy at 

www.customsmanager.info   

About Customs Manager 

Our mission is to create the world's largest community of empowered Customs managers and Global Trade 

Professionals. We achieve this through professional legislative monitoring, ongoing training & education, and 

providing first-class support. In this way, we strengthen the overall customs & global trade (C&GT) profession by 

creating up-to-date, well-trained, and supported customs managers ready to grow global trade effectively, 

efficiently and compliantly.  

Always up to date. Always learning. Always supported. 

Find out more at www.customsmanager.org  

 

https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/contact
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/contact
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/contact
https://arnemielken.wixsite.com/customsmanager2020/about
http://www.customsmanager.info/
http://www.customsmanager.org/

